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LAFC players and staff will

undergo another round of

COVID-19 testing Saturday

morning before Major League

Soccer makes a determina-

tion whether Sunday’s sched-

uled game at San Jose can be

played. 

Two LAFC players tested

positive for the coronavirus

Friday, bringing to three the

number who have failed tests

this week. In response the

team suspended all in-person

activities in its training center

at Cal State L.A. Players and

staff will return to the facility

Saturday for testing. It was

uncertain whether the team

would train as a group.

All three infected players

are in isolation and under a

doctor’s supervision.

The COVID outbreak also

could affect the Houston

Dynamo, which lost to LAFC

on Wednesday at Banc of Cali-

fornia Stadium. The Dynamo

flew to Dallas on Friday for

Saturday afternoon’s game

with FC Dallas in Frisco,

Texas, uncertain whether the

match would be played.

“Our staff has been aware

of the situation, and the team

is following the protocols set

forth by Major League Soc-

cer,” a club spokesman said in

an email. “As a standard part

of that protocol, all of our play-

ers and coaches were tested

on Thursday following their

return from Los Angeles and

will be tested at least once

more prior to kickoff of the

match in Frisco on Saturday

afternoon.”

MLS announced Thurs-

day that six games postponed

because of COVID-19 infec-

tions would not be resched-

uled and the final regular-sea-

son standings will be deter-

mined by points per game

rather than overall records.

The Colorado Rapids had five

games canceled and went

more than a month without a

match after five players and 13

staff members, including

coach Robin Fraser, were in-

fected.

But they were rewarded by

the rule change, vaulting from

second-to-last in the table to a

playoff spot under the points-

per-game formula.

Canceling either the Hous-

ton-Dallas or LAFC-San Jose

games would further muddy

the playoff picture.

LAFC (9-7-4) already has

clinched a postseason berth

and doesn’t need to play

again, although a cancellation

would improve its chances of

opening the playoffs at home.

The Earthquakes are one of

seven teams battling for the fi-

nal three Western Conference

playoff berths and a cancella-

tion would leave them needi-

ng only a victory in their final

game with Seattle to clinch a

spot.

If the Dallas-Houston

game isn’t played Saturday,

that would clinch a playoff

berth for Dallas and eliminate

the Dynamo.

LAFC’s
match in
doubt after
outbreak

Two more players test
positive for virus
ahead of the game
scheduled for Sunday.

By Kevin Baxter

Floyd Mayweather Jr. is

looking to coronate pupil

Gervonta Davis as the next

big boxing pay-per-view at-

traction, but the wrecking

ball knockout artist is more

of a smaller Mike Tyson

prototype than the new ver-

sion of his mentor.

Now a promoter, May-

weather is officially ready to

pass the torch to the Balti-

more-bred Davis, who faces

Los Angeles’ homegrown

four-division champion Leo

Santa Cruz on Saturday in

front of a maximum limit of

10,000 socially distant fans at

the Alamodome in San An-

tonio.

Staging lucrative fights

requires a sweet science of

skills, matchmaking and

marketing, and no fighter

has done that better than

Mayweather, who closed his

career with 16 of his last 17

fights on pay-per-view and a

50-0 record.

Mayweather made his

maiden voyage to pay-per-

view in 2005 against fan fa-

vorite Arturo Gatti in argu-

ably the most one-sided and

vicious beating of the cen-

tury.

A -700 favorite in some

sportsbooks, Davis (23-0, 22

KOs) is expected to domi-

nate the smaller Santa Cruz.

Santa Cruz (37-1-1, 19

KOs) is no slouch, however,

and doesn’t feel as if he

signed up for a slaughter, es-

pecially after enduring one

of the most turbulent times

of his life during the pan-

demic.

The Mexico-born, Co-

rona-based boxer felt the

uncertain wrath of co-

ronavirus firsthand. His 18-

month-old daughter, Luna,

caught it, as did his brother

and head trainer Antonio.

So did father, Jose, the patri-

arch of the family and part-

time trainer, who was in a

coma and died twice at the

hospital before he was resus-

citated.

“We were already plan-

ning his funeral and to bury

him,” the 32-year-old Santa

Cruz said. “My last few

months were hard. I was cry-

ing because my dad has al-

ways been in my corner.

Thinking about not having

him there with me, I didn’t

even know if I was going to

take the fight against Davis.

I couldn’t fight without my

dad. I was going through a

rough time. But we prayed,

and God made a miracle.

He’s with us now for the big-

gest fight of our life.”

Jose was a picture of mo-

tivation on stage next to his

son at a news conference

Thursday.

When Leo won his first

world title in 2012, he handed

the belt to Jose and dedi-

cated it to him for his coach-

ing and perseverance in life.

Davis moved camp to Las

Vegas to prepare for the big-

gest fight of his life under

Mayweather and lifelong

coach Calvin Ford.

The Mayweather Boxing

Club in Sin City became the

temple for Davis to avoid dis-

traction.

“I believe in ‘Tank.’ I’ve

believed in him ever since he

was a young kid,” May-

weather said of Davis. “He’s

still a kid in my eyes, but he’s

a young man now.”

Davis tipped the scales at

129.75 pounds Friday, and

Santa Cruz came in at 129.5

and appearing more carved

than ever.

Davis’ power has given

the granite-chinned Santa

Cruz cause for concern even

though he’s never been

knocked down.

“Hopefully we can take

his punch. Gervonta can

hit,” Santa Cruz said. “He’s

the bigger guy, but speed

and smartness defeats

power, and that’s what I

have to do.

“He throws everything

with power and tries to

knock you out. I have the

reach to outbox him. That’s

going to frustrate him and

get him tired.”

Santa Cruz has been a

champion at 118 pounds, 122,

126 and 130, but outside of his

sequels with Abner Mares

and Carl Frampton, who

handed him his lone loss, he

hasn’t been tested much or

been very effective at higher

weights.

“I’m not a stepping stone

for anybody,” Santa Cruz

said. “Gervonta is beatable,

and I’m going to go out there

and shock the world. A win

against Gervonta will put

me at the top, and I’ve al-

ready had a dream that I

beat Gervonta, and my hand

was raised.

“I get the fighting spirit

from my father. When I fight,

it keeps my dad fighting for

his life as well. This is what

motivates him. As long as

my dad is alive, I will contin-

ue to fight.”

GERVONTA DAVIS, celebrating after winning the World Boxing Assn. super-featherweight belt in 2018, has rolled to a 23-0 record.
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Not the biggest challenge he faced
He already witnessed
‘a miracle’ amid virus,
now Santa Cruz vows
to shock the world.

By Manouk Akopyan

LEO SANTA CRUZ prepares for his biggest test yet with father Jose, in a wheel-
chair, inspiring him by surviving a bout with COVID-19 that almost killed him.

Sean Michael Ham Premier Boxing Champions

coach interviewed his five

seniors about college plans. “I

push them. I’m demanding.

There’s probably times I’m

annoying. I don’t mind being

the mean guy once in a while

in order for these guys to get a

lesson.”

These days, coaches seem

more worried about falling

behind in on-the-field lessons

because workouts have been

disrupted by social distanc-

ing and safety requirements.

But Mires has maintained a

laser-like focus on making

sure his players have the

grades and the preparation

to attend college, going far

beyond what coaches are

expected to do.

“I’m so thankful to be in

this program,” said senior

Ziggy Leiva, who left a USA

Soccer Academy League

program to join Downey’s

soccer team this season. “It’s

a crazy experience. I don’t

think I would have found this

information anywhere. Tons

of adults are focused only on

this season and the soccer

side. The Downey program is

preparing us for the next

chapter in life.”

During a video call, Mires

brought on a Downey alum-

nus and Cal Poly Pomona

student, Cesar Ruvalcaba,

who offered insights and

recommendations to the high

school students.

“Time management

boys,” Ruvalcaba said. “Don’t

leave things to the last min-

ute. The quality of work starts

going down because it’s

rushed.”

Senior captain Warner

Serrano, sitting in his bed-

room with a “Soccer Ave.”

sign visible on his wall, talked

about what he learned from a

school counselor on how to

write an effective essay to

impress college admission

directors.

“Those essays are very

important,” he said. “It’s

about life experiences. All the

struggles in your life. It could

be the smallest thing, from

losing a friend to doing bad in

school the first year to not

having a good economic

state.”

Mires told his players,

“There’s a thing called book

smarts and street smarts,

and I want you to have both.

Life is about having a plan.”

His five seniors had to fill

out a college worksheet trying

to help them gain admittance

to a UC school. Four are

working with a specialist in

UC essays and others did

SAT prep.

On the call, the seniors

offered what possible classes

they would take in college in

their majors and what careers

they want to pursue, from

microbiologist to chiroprac-

tor, and how much money

they would need to make

house or car payments. These

are real-life lessons that a

coach is devoting time to

pursue because it is a priority

beyond the field.

“It is my passion to help

these kids succeed in life,”

Mires said. “As always, the

question remains if schools

want to sacrifice the time to

make success happen.”

In 2017, during Downey

graduation ceremonies, 13

members of the boys’ soccer

team received their diplomas

and headed off to four-year

colleges. That’s more impor-

tant to Mires than winning a

CIF title. And the players are

hearing the message.

“COVID hasn’t been a

setback but a motivation to

get to our path where we want

to be,” Leiva said. “It’s given

us a lot of time to reflect on

how we carry on as people. It’s

made us more hungry. He

pushes us to be better every

single day. He’s always giving

us these golden pieces of

information.”

Mires prepares players
for beyond soccer field

ASSISTANT COACH Ian McFadyen checks the
temperature of a player before a soccer practice.
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The obstacles to having a

high school sports season in

2020-21 keep piling up. Spring

athletes lost their season

when games were canceled

last March. The California

Interscholastic Federation,

which governs high school

sports in California, post-

poned the fall season because

of COVID-19 concerns and

closed campuses.

High schools have been

waiting for updated guidance

on sports practices from the

state Department of Health

and local health authorities.

Los Angeles County remains

in the state’s purple Tier 1,

which indicates the virus is

widespread, making it diffi-

cult to start playing competi-

tive sports. Some parents

have allowed their children

travel to Arizona, Nevada and

Utah for youth competitions.

Jason Negro, the coach of

football power Bellflower St.

John Bosco, a private school,

said he would be willing to

move practices and games to

a site outside Los Angeles

County if that’s what it would

take to play games.

“We have discussed it,” he

said. “We will do anything we

have to do to allow our team to

play.”

Los Angeles Unified

School District Supt. Austin

Beutner told participants at a

district meeting Friday that

that there will be no sports

competition Dec. 14, when the

City Section allows fall prac-

tices and competitions to offi-

cially begin.

That’s the day City Section

football, volleyball, water polo

and cross-country teams were

supposed to launch practices.

The delay likely will push back

football games scheduled to

begin Jan. 8 and other events

scheduled for December and

January.

Beutner wants to find a

way to have athletes begin vol-

untary conditioning on cam-

puses, according to two school

administrators who were in-

formed of his talk. City Sec-

tion coaches have been pre-

paring for conditioning op-

portunities but haven’t re-

ceived permission from the

superintendent. Coaches and

athletes would have to be

tested for the coronavirus be-

fore being allowed on campus,

according to a tentative plan

presented to football coaches

Monday.

LAUSD chief puts brakes
on Dec. 14 start for season
By Eric Sondheimer


