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Furious Fury
gives Wilder
a real licking
He deals heavyweight
champion his first loss
and takes his title with
a seventh-round TKO
in their big rematch.
By Norm Frauenheim
LAS VEGAS — Tyson
Fury came into the ring to
“Crazy,” Patsy Cline’s country classic.
It’s an old song. But for
seven rounds Saturday
night, it was a modern hit. It
said it all.
Crazy happened in Fury’s
stunning
seventh-round
stoppage of Deontay Wilder
in a heavyweight rematch
before a sold-out crowd of
15,816 at the MGM Grand.
Fury delivered the domination of Wilder that he promised, knocking him down
twice, in the third round and
again in the fifth, in handing

the World Boxing Council
champion his first loss.
Fury (30-0-1, 21 knockouts), who weighed in more
than 40 pounds heavier than
Wilder (42-1-1), was in charge
from the outset. In the third,
Fury moved forward, throwing big shots that narrowly
missed just as Wilder
ducked. It was a dangerous
game. It was risky. But the
risk paid off. Fury floored
Wilder with glancing left and
right shots off the back of his
head. The crowd, predominantly Fury fans from his native England, roared.
In the fifth, Wilder was
down again, this time from a
left to the body. Fury was
having his way, making
Wilder look more like an amateur than a defending
champion. Fury fans didn’t
have to sing “God Save the
Queen.” It looked as if nothing could save Wilder.
In the sixth, blood began
pouring from Wilder’s left
[See Boxing, D10]
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AFTER HIS FINAL game, Kobe Bryant greets his family at Staples Center, site of his Monday memorial.
Isaac Brekken Associated Press

EMBRACED
BY THE CITY
Bryant was part glamour and part blue-collar.
A sinner and a superstar, he was always ours
BILL PLASCHKE

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

JOSHUA CRATHERS, 12, puts a spin on a basketball at the

dedication for the Watts Kobe Bryant Memorial Mural.

Lord, how we have
grieved.
We have
dropped to our
knees on a sidewalk in the middle
of the city and
scribbled his
name.
We have
painted murals on desolate walls
and placed flowers on rocky
hillsides.
We have laid our shoes in front
of gyms, lighted candles on street
corners, and hung his jersey from
tiny barred windows and giant
swinging cranes.
And we have cried, goodness
we have cried, our capital of cool
streaked with three weeks of
tears, in elegant real estate offices, in sterile grocery store
lines, in crowded barbershops,
[See Plaschke, D5]
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DEONTAY WILDER was knocked down twice in his

rematch against Tyson Fury, in rounds three and five.

A 40-year-old
‘Miracle’ grip
HELENE ELLIOTT
LAS VEGAS
— The stories
always flow
when members of the
1980 U.S
Olympic
hockey team
gather for one
occasion or another, but the
beauty of it is that the flow
also goes between the storytellers and their audience.
That’s why a hockey tournament that took place 40
years ago in the isolated
mountain town of Lake
Placid, N.Y., has enough
meaning to be remembered
40 years from now and be-

yond.
Each time a player describes the moment coach
Herb Brooks warned them
they’d take it to their graves
if they didn’t follow up their
upset of the mighty Soviets
with a gold-medal victory
over Finland in the finale,
someone will approach that
player — sometimes in
gratitude and often in awe
— to share memories of
where they were when the
Americans used their legs
and their hearts to overcome the skillful Soviets and
then heeded Brooks’ words
and won that gold medal.
“They want you to know,”
forward John Harrington
[See Elliott, D9]

Clippers’ losing
streak continues

Urías a starter
this season

They fall to the Kings
112-103, their third
defeat in a row, in a
Staples matinee. D3

Dodgers manager Dave
Roberts says he sees
the left-hander in the
rotation for 2020. D11

UCLA 70, NO. 18 COLORADO 63

The surge goes on
Bruins make it nine wins in 11
games with a big rally. D6

TISSOT chrono xl
LOS ANGELES LAKERS
SPECIAL EDITION.

D10

SU N DAY , F E B RUA RY 23 , 2 0 2 0

SS

L AT I M E S . C O M / S P O RT S

BOXING

Fists of Fury live up to the heavy hype
2008 NBA Finals in Boston,
Bryant remembered hearing
that song constantly so he
would play it in the offseason
to remember how he felt that
night.
“I listened to that song
every single day because it
just reminded me of that
feeling,” Bryant said. “I’m
listening to Dropkick Murphys all the time just because I want to remember
that feeling.”
Bryant would win his fifth
and final title that year when
the Lakers defeated the
Celtics in Game 7 at Staples
Center. It was perhaps the
high-water mark of his 20year career.
“If I lost that championship, I’d be miserable,”
Bryant said. “I’d be absolutely miserable.”

ARASH MARKAZI
LAS VEGAS —
Tyson Fury
entered the
ring Saturday
night on a
throne with a
crown on his
head and
walked out of it with the
WBC heavyweight championship belt around his waist.
Fury dominated Deontay
Wilder in the highly anticipated rematch of the undefeated heavyweights and
forced Wilder’s corner to
throw in the towel in the
seventh round. Fury took
almost every minute of every
round, knocked down Wilder
twice and landed 58 punches
to 18 by Wilder.
“The king has returned,”
Fury said in the ring after his
victory before leading the
sold-out crowd of 15,816 at
the MGM Grand in a singing
of Don McLean’s “American
Pie.”
Fury’s win caps one of the
great comeback stories in
sports history as Fury battled mental and drug problems five years ago and saw
his weight balloon to nearly
400 pounds after he defeated
Wladimir Klitschko to
become the lineal heavyweight champion.
Before Wilder and Fury
made their entrances,
Lennox Lewis, Evander
Holyfield and Mike Tyson
were introduced to a starstudded crowd that included
Magic Johnson, Jerry West,
Jon Gruden and Michael J.
Fox.
It was a reminder of a
time when the heavyweight
champion was a household
name in this country and
when heavyweight championship fights rivaled the
biggest championship
games in other sports.
After a two-decade hiatus, heavyweight boxing
returned to center stage and
basked in the national spot-

::
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TYSON FURY PUTS Deontay Wilder on the canvas during the third round at Las Vegas. Wilder also went

down in the fifth round, and the fight, Wilder’s 11th heavyweight title defense, was stopped in the seventh.
light it used to enjoy.
Not since Tyson, Holyfield and Lewis were facing
each other has a heavyweight championship fight
garnered the amount of
mainstream and national
attention as Saturday’s fight
between Wilder and Fury.
It was impossible to turn
on the television last week
and not see the fight being
talked about on ESPN or
Fox Sports, co-produders of
the bout.
Not only did the fight feel
big but it delivered on the
hype. From the fighters’
grand entrances to each
round, the fight lived up to
the billing and probably will

ROUND BY ROUND
Times correspondent Manouk Akopyan breaks down the
Deontay Wilder-Tyson Fury fight:

ROUND ONE

FURY 10, WILDER 9

Fury ran out of the corner and charged Wilder, then
began to feint. He landed the first punch of the fight,
which awakened Wilder, who landed two huge rights of
his own. Fury responded with a flurry and got the attention of fans. A close round, but Fury edged with a crisp
and clean jab.
Times card: Fury, 10-9

ROUND TWO

WILDER 10, FURY 9

A lazy left hook by Fury in the opening 30 seconds set
up Wilder for a perfect counter hook of his own. Wilder
connected with a couple of his patented overhand rights,
which again got the crowd going with chants of “USA!
USA!” in approval. Wilder landed another right. Fury
promised a second-round knockout leading up to the
fight, but came nowhere close to backing those words.
The round ended with a tussle and both fighters had to be
separated.
Times card: Even, 19-19

ROUND THREE

FURY 10, WILDER 8

Fury stunned Wilder 35 seconds into the round and
the Alabaman held on to stave off additional punishment. Wilder kept setting up his punches with a left jab
and right hand. Fury looked like a more complete fighter,
and proved it by knocking down Wilder with a left jab and
right cross. Wilder went to the canvas a second time later,
but referee Kenny Bayless ruled the second fall a slip, and
Wilder was saved by the bell.
Times card: Fury, 29-27

ROUND FOUR

FURY 10, WILDER 9

Wilder appeared to be uncomfortable to start as he
backpedaled from corner to corner. Fury timed his
punches impeccably and again stung Wilder, who went
down. Bayless, though ruled it a trip as both of the fighters’ feet tangled. A lot more holding took place in this
round as Wilder tried to regroup from the knockdown.
Fury took another round.
Times card: Fury, 39-36

ROUND FIVE

FURY 10, WILDER 8

Wilder got dropped again a little over one minute into
the round with a left to the body. Fury put on a masterful
performance and dominated the fight. Wilder had no
answers in the round. There was blood in his left ear, and
Fury was confident and cruising. It looked like there
would be a changing of the champions.
Times card: Fury, 49-44

ROUND SIX

FURY 10, WILDER 9

Wilder’s legs looked wobbly and he couldn’t find his
groove since getting dropped in the third. The nervousness in his face was evident and he appeared done. Fury
stared down Wilder to end the round, another dominant
one in his favor. Everything worked for the British boxer.
Times card: Fury 59-53

ROUND SEVEN

FURY WINS BY TKO

Wilder’s corner threw in the towel when Fury continued to pummel their fighter. Fury won by technical
knockout.

lead to a third fight in September or October with a
mega-fight against Anthony
Joshua, the WBA, IBF, WBO
and IBO heavyweight champion, in the near future.
Saturday’s fight broke
the record for a heavyweight
gate in Las Vegas, according
to Top Rank president Todd
duBoef, with the previous
record being the second
fight between Lewis and
Holyfield in 1999 that drew
nearly $17 million at Thomas
& Mack Center. That record
probably will be broken later
this year when Wilder and
Fury become boxing’s next
great trilogy.
“Deontay Wilder came

here tonight and he manned
up and he really did show the
heart of a champion,” Fury
said. “I hit him with a clean
right that dropped him and
he got back up. He is a warrior. He will be back. He will
be champion again, but I will
say, the king has returned to
the top of the throne!”
::
It’s appropriate that the
Lakers will face the Boston
Celtics on Sunday before
Monday’s memorial at Staples Center for Kobe Bryant.
There was no team Bryant relished playing and
beating more than the Celt-

ics.
My favorite memory of
Bryant playing the Celtics
came Jan. 31, 2010 in Boston
when the Lakers came back
from an 11-point deficit in the
fourth quarter to beat the
Celtics, 90-89, on a gamewinning shot by Bryant over
Ray Allen.
The highlight, however,
came after the game. As
Bryant got out of the shower
in the visiting locker room,
he was mockingly humming
Boson’s unofficial anthem,
“I’m Shipping Up to Boston”
by Dropkick Murphys, over
and over again.
When the Celtics routed
the Lakers in Game 6 of the

The stage for Monday’s
memorial for Bryant will be
24-by-24 feet in honor of the
number Bryant wore for the
last half of his career and will
be placed in the center of the
Staples Center floor with
seats surrounding it. The
guest list will not only include current and former
Lakers, but several players
Bryant mentored.
Oregon guard Sabrina
Ionescu, who was one of
Gianna Bryant’s favorite
players, is scheduled to
speak before flying up to
take on Stanford that night.
The Golden State Warriors
and Sacramento Kings are
scheduled to face each other
Tuesday, but many players
on the Kings, including
coach Luke Walton, who
played with Bryant, are
scheduled to be at the memorial. Golden State’s Steph
Curry is expected to attend.
The Memphis Grizzlies play
the Clippers on Monday
night at Staples Center after
the memorial and several
players from both teams are
scheduled to attend as well.

Fury dominates Wilder in a rematch
[Boxing, from D1]
ear. Fury licked the blood off
Wilder’s neck during a
clinch, like a predator sensing that his prey was finished. He was. In the seventh, Wilder’s corner threw
in the towel, ending it at 1:39
of the round.
At the time of the stoppage, Fury had won every
round on two cards. It was a
shutout, according to judges
Dave Moretti and Steve Weisfeld. On Glenn Feldman’s
card, Wilder won only one
round, the second.
What transpired, however, was never in the cards.
It was as one-sided as
their first fight was close. In
that December 2018 bout at
Staples
Center,
Wilder
knocked down Fury twice,
including a 12th-round combination that put the “Gypsy
King” down hard. But Fury
recovered and earned a
draw.
This marks an even greater comeback for Fury, who
adds Wilder’s WBC belt to
his lineal title and now can
turn his attention to regaining the other heavyweight
belts, which he won by beating Wladimir Klitschko in
2015 but lost when the fame
led his life to spiral out of control.
Saturday’s fight started
fast. Wilder wasted little time
in unleashing his feared right
hand, landing two moments
after the opening bell. Fury
countered, backing him up
with jab and a right.
Then, there was the second, the round in which Fury
boldly promised to knock
out Wilder. Fury wasn’t kidding. He went after Wilder,
rocking him with a succession of blows in the losing
seconds. But there was no
knockout. Fury’s promise
went unfulfilled. But a promise for more a lot more fury
was evident.
In the third, Fury began.
It was little late, maybe. But
Wilder went down and
looked confused. He slipped.
He got up, unsure of what
was next.
In the fourth he slipped
again. Wilder’s feet were all
over the place. He looked like
a kid on roller skates for the
first time. Fury leaned on
him, his 273-pound body
looking like a burden made
to weaken Wilder.
Then, there was the fifth.
The end was near. The second knockdown made it just
a matter of minutes.
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TYSON FURY exults over his technical knockout of

Deontay Wilder in the seventh round in Las Vegas.
“A big shout out to Deontay Wilder,” Fury said before
he serenaded his fans like a
singer in a Vegas show club.
“He came here tonight and
he manned up and he really
did show the heart of a champion. I hit him with a clean
right that dropped him and
he got back up. He is a warrior. He will be back. He will
be champion again.
“But I will say, the King
has returned to the top of the
throne.”
Fury arrived on a throne.
He was carried into the ring
like a modern-day Caesar.
He wore a royal red robe and
crown.
Wilder left frustrated. He
was angry that his corner
had thrown in the towel.
“The best man won
tonight,” Wilder said. “But
my corner threw in the towel
and I was ready to go out on
my shield. I had a lot of
things going on heading into
this fight.
“It is what it is, but I make
no excuses tonight. I just
wish my corner would have
let me go out on my shield.
I’m a warrior. He had a great
performance and we will be
back stronger.”
Crazy.
Earlier on the pay-perview card, Charles Martin, a
former International Boxing
Federation
heavyweight
champion from Carson, got
closer to a chance at regaining the title he lost in a second-round stoppage to Anthony Joshua in April 2016.
He stopped Gerald Wash-

ington, a former USC football player, in a so-called
elimination bout, putting
him second behind Kubrat
Pulev for a mandatory shot
at Joshua.
Washington struck first,
landing a straight right, seconds after the opening bell.
But the left-hander Martin
responded quickly, countering with hands as quick as
they are heavy. He backed
Washington into the ropes
with a succession of shot
that might have been an
early warning of what was to
come.
Martin (28-2-1, 25 KOs)
rocked Washington with a
left in the fourth, the round
that Martin promised a
knockout. There was no KO.
But there some momentum,
all in favor of Martin.
His left started to zero in,
landing three more times in
the fifth. Washington (20-4-1,
13 KOs) looked stiff. His ponderous jab had no effect. He
waved it in front of Martin’s
face. But it was more of a gesture than a weapon.
In the sixth, Martin simply threw another left, this
time over the stationary jab.
It landed like a bomb, exploding at impact into the
face of Washington. Boom,
Washington went down like a
concrete block. There was no
getting up. Referee Tony
Weeks ended it at 1:57 of the
round.
In the second bout on the
pay-per-view card, a victorious Emanuel Navarrete
quickly discovered he was in

for a longer night than he
might have expected.
Navarrete is known for
slow starts. Sure enough, the
World Boxing Organization’s
junior-featherweight champion was cautious in the first
and second rounds against
Jeo Santisima, an unknown
Filipino.
In the third, however,
Navarrete (31-1, 27 KOs)
mounted his familiar whirlwind-like charge. Santisima
was ready for it, moving laterally and away from Navarrete’s straight-line pursuit.
In the fifth, Santisima
backed Navarrete back into
the ropes with a right hand.
Navarrete, who said he injured his right thumb, is
known for his busy style. For
much of the bout, however,
Santisima was the busier
fighter. It wasn’t until the
10th that Navarrete began to
use his length and energy,
throwing punches at a rate
that began to slow Santisima
(19-3, 16 KOs).
In the 11th, the Filipino
looked exhausted. His corner saw the fatigue, throwing
in the towel just as Santisima
appeared defenseless at 2:20
of the round.
“The fight did take a long
time,” said Navarrete, who
hopes to unify the 122-pound
title before moving up the
scale
to
featherweight.
“That’s because I was in
against a very good fighter.”

Best of undercard
It was 10 rounds of punishment.
First,
Petros
Ananyan suffered. Then,
Subriel Matias. It was about
who could endure.
In the end, Ananyan endured blood, bruises and
Matias.
Ananyan, of Brooklyn,
N.Y., got rocked early, yet
came back in the seventh
round with four successive
rights and a left, sending a
dazed Matias backpedaling
into the ropes. Without those
ropes, the previously unbeaten Matias would have
landed in the ringside seats.
It was scored a knockdown and it was enough for
Ananyan (15-2-2, 7 KOs) to
win a 95-94, 96-93, 95-94 decision in a significant upset.
Matias (15-1, 15 KOs), a junior-welterweight prospect
from Puerto Rico, was fighting for only the second time
since Maxim Dadashev died
three days after suffering a
brain injury in a loss to him
last July in Oxon Hill, Md.

