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PHOENIX — Before talking

about the possibility he was

cheated out of the championship

he sought for more than a dec-

ade, before explaining why the

Houston Astros should retain

their World Series trophy, Andre

Ethier wanted to make a point.

“Let’s back up for a second,”

Ethier said.

He wanted to identify what he perceived as

the real culprit of the Astros sign-stealing

scandal.

“This,” he said, “is all a byproduct of analyt-

ics.”

Game 7 of the 2017 World Series was the last

game Ethier ever played. He drove in the Dod-

gers’ only run in a 5-1 defeat. Ethier spent his

12-year career with the Dodgers, retiring as the

franchise’s all-time leader in playoff games.

The 37-year-old makes his home in Phoenix,

where he coaches the oldest of his four children

in flag football, basketball and baseball. Retire-

ment has granted him a perspective that made

him more concerned about big-picture prob-

lems in Major league Baseball than whether he

might have been a victim of a sign-stealing

scheme.

Ethier, who 

ANDRE ETHIER, who drove in the Dodgers’ only run in their Game 7 loss to the Houston Astros in the 2017 World Series, says, “I
felt like we, as a team, played as great as a team can play during that playoffs, and especially in that Series.”

Harry How Getty Images

Ethier rattles the SABR
Outfielder’s career ended
with World Series loss to
the Astros, and he blames
analytics for the cheating
DYLAN HERNÁNDEZ

[See Hernández, D4]

It made perfect sense

when, just days after Kobe

Bryant’s death, the NBA de-

cided to postpone a game on

Jan. 28 between the Lakers

and Clippers at Staples 

Center.

The teams — and the city

— were grieving.

“This is a very difficult

time for all of us,” the Lakers

said in a statement.

More than three weeks

have passed with no an-

nouncement of a makeup

date as the league deals with

an uncooperative calendar.

Neither the Lakers nor

the Clippers have an obvious

mutual opening over the re-

maining regular season. To

make matters worse, they

must share Staples Center

with the Kings and frequent

special events, such as con-

certs.

A league spokesman said

Thursday that no date has

been finalized. Neither team

would comment.

Much of the complexity

stems from NBA precedent.

Teams used to play three

nights in a row on occasion,

but the late David Stern dis-

couraged that practice when

he took over as commis-

sioner in 1984.

There have been excep-

Date
not set
yet for
game
Crowded calendar
making it hard to find
Lakers-Clippers spot
for makeup contest.

By David Wharton

[See Makeup, D6]

UCLA 69, UTAH 58

Bruins continue
late-season run
UCLA wins for the
eighth time in 10 games,
shooting 50%. D3

BOULDER, Colo. — In

the final stretch of a season

stunted by mental mistakes

and missed opportunities,

at a juncture in which USC

could hardly afford either,

Elijah Weaver took the ball

out of a timeout with less

than a minute remaining. He

dribbled to the left side of

the arc, waiting for some-

thing to unfold. But the of-

fense froze. 

The uncertain sopho-

more stood paralyzed, and

soon enough, the Trojans

unraveled in a disheartening

70-66 loss to No. 18 Colorado.

Just moments earlier,

with USC trailing by three in

agame it once led by 14, Andy

Enfield drew up a play. The

plan was to feed freshman

Onyeka Okongwu, who, in

his return from a concus-

sion, had kept the Trojans

close all night. But whatever

was drawn on the coach’s

white board never came to

fruition. Neither did USC’s 

Trojans’
night
goes
awry
They botch a play in
the final minute,
leaving Enfield feeling
frustrated after loss. 

NO. 18 COLORADO 70
USC 66

By Ryan Kartje

[See USC, D3]

Deontay Wilder makes

his mark before every fight

by slowly marching to the

ring masked as a medieval

warlord.

In his last fight, he was

adorned with a diamond-en-

crusted crown and a custom

array of Australian gold

crystal and Italian creme

leather. His garb had 90,000

gems and stones affixed to it.

Wilder has the highest

knockout ratio of all time in

the heavyweight division,

and he wants everyone to

know through his appear-

ance that he’s the king, rest-

ing comfortably atop the di-

vision’s throne.

The World Boxing Coun-

cil champion aims to per-

form like a Roman god Sat-

urday when he faces Tyson

Fury in a rematch at the

MGM Grand in Las Vegas on

ESPN+ and Fox pay-per-

view. 

Wilder (42-0-1) will look to

one-up his ring walk and

land the definitive decision

that escaped him the first

time he met Fury in a 2018

fight at Staples Center. Of

Wilder’s 42 wins, 41 have

ended via knockout. 

Wilder was twice on the

verge of a knockout in the

first fight with Fury, but the

British boxer rose from the

canvas in the ninth round,

then even more miracu-

lously from a crushing left

hook in the 12th and final

round. The bout ended in a

highly disputed split draw —

even though Fury mostly

outboxed the 2008 Olympic

bronze medalist and landed

84 punches to 71 for Wilder.

“I can’t wait to walk out,

and visualize every step of

what I’m about to do to him.

... My mask represents that

I’m the emperor of boxing,”

Wilder said in an interview 

ENTER THE MASKED SLINGER
Wilder’s elaborate entrance costumes speak loudly to his swagger and menacing power

FOR HIS FIGHT against Luis Ortiz last year, Deontay Wilder walked into the
ring in an imposing $15,000 leather outfit dotted with 90,000 gems and stones.

Frank Micelotta Fox Sports

By Manouk Akopyan

[See Wilder, D5]

DEONTAY WILDER VS. TYSON FURY
SATURDAY IN LAS VEGAS | TV: PPV | TIME: UNDERCARD FIGHTS START AT 4:30 P.M. 

Tony Clark was hoarse. It had been 37 days

since Major League Baseball Commissioner

Rob Manfred issued the report that branded

the Houston Astros as cheaters, more than

enough time for the baseball world to digest it,

debate it and move on.

Instead, the sparks of disgust erupted into

an inferno of outrage. Instead of letting the fire

burn out, Manfred and the Astros tossed log

after log onto the blaze.

This metaphor is exhausted. So is Clark’s

voice. As the executive director of the players

union, he meets with every team during spring

training. On Wednesday, he held his first meet-

ing this spring, with the players of the New York

Mets.

Clark might have to talk about the report for

another month, every time he enters a roomful

of players angry that the Astros’ players

cheated and got away with it.

The Astros lost their manager, general

manager and a few draft picks. The Astros’

players lost nothing: no suspensions and no

forfeiture of the World 

COMMENTARY 

Amid scandal,
union chief
walks fine line

Lynne Sladky Associated Press

By Bill Shaikin

[See Union, D5]

‘Rules on ... sign stealing lay out

that clubs and club personnel can

be disciplined, and not players.’

—TONY CLARK, players’ union head 
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$10.5-MILLION WGC MEXICO CHAMPIONSHIP
At Mexico City—Par 71
Chapultepec Golf Course—7,345 yards
18-Hole Scores
Rory McIlroy...................................32-33—65 -6
Bubba Watson................................33-34—67 -4
Justin Thomas ................................33-34—67 -4
Louis Oosthuizen ............................35-33—68 -3
Billy Horschel .................................34-34—68 -3
Corey Conners................................33-35—68 -3
Bryson DeChambeau.......................33-35—68 -3
Tyrrell Hatton..................................33-36—68 -2
Paul Casey ....................................32-37—68 -2
Patrick Reed ..................................35-34—68 -2
Sungjae Im ....................................32-37—68 -2
Lee Westwood ................................34-35—68 -2
Hideki Matsuyama ..........................34-35—68 -2
Abraham Ancer ..............................35-35—70 -1
Tommy Fleetwood ...........................33-37—70 -1
Gary Woodland...............................37-33—70 -1
Bernd Wiesberger ...........................34-36—70 -1
Erik van Rooyen ..............................31-39—70 -1
Lucas Glover ..................................33-38—71 E
Rafa Cabrera Bello..........................36-35—71 E
Pablo Larrazabal.............................35-36—71 E
Branden Grace ...............................34-37—71 E
Chez Reavie ...................................34-37—71 E
Zach Murray...................................34-37—71 E
Justin Harding ................................36-35—71 E
Kevin Na .......................................35-36—71 E
Sebastian Munoz ............................36-35—71 E
Matthias Schwab ............................35-36—71 E
Scott Hend ....................................37-35—72 +1
Ryan Fox .......................................35-37—72 +1
Xander Schauffele...........................36-36—72 +1
Brendon Todd.................................35-37—72 +1
Francesco Molinari ..........................36-36—72 +1
Lanto Griffin...................................35-37—72 +1
Christiaan Bezuidenhout ..................36-36—72 +1
Collin Morikawa ..............................36-36—72 +1
Matthew Fitzpatrick .........................39-33—72 +1
Webb Simpson ...............................36-36—72 +1
Jon Rahm......................................38-34—72 +1
Shane Lowry ..................................36-36—72 +1
Jazz Janewattananond .....................37-36—73 +2
Cameron Smith ..............................39-34—73 +2
Kevin Kisner...................................35-38—73 +2
Benjamin Hebert ............................36-37—73 +2
Scottie Scheffler .............................36-37—73 +2
Danny Willett .................................37-36—73 +2
Jason Kokrak .................................37-36—73 +2
Zander Lombard .............................35-38—73 +2
Matt Wallace..................................37-37—74 +3
Sergio Garcia .................................36-38—74 +3
Marc Leishman...............................36-38—74 +3
Adam Scott ...................................34-40—74 +3
Jordan Spieth.................................38-36—74 +3
Shugo Imahira................................36-38—74 +3
Byeong Hun An...............................37-38—75 +4
Shaun Norris..................................35-40—75 +4
Matt Kuchar...................................38-37—75 +4
Marcus Kinhult ...............................36-39—75 +4
Lucas Herbert ................................38-37—75 +4
Charles Howell III ............................38-37—75 +4
Carlos Ortiz....................................40-35—75 +4
Dustin Johnson...............................37-39—76 +5
Graeme McDowell ...........................41-35—76 +5
Kurt Kitayama ................................35-41—76 +5
Robert MacIntyre ............................40-36—76 +5
Michael Lorenzo-Vera.......................37-39—76 +5
Brandt Snedeker.............................36-40—76 +5
Sung Kang.....................................38-38—76 +5
Jorge Campillo................................35-42—77 +6
Ryo Ishikawa..................................43-37—80 +9
Tae Hee Lee...................................43-37—80 +9
Victor Perez....................................42-39—81 +10

$3-MILLION PUERTO RICO OPEN
At Rio Grande, Puerto Rico—Par 72
Coco Beach Golf and Country Club—7,690 yards
18-Hole Scores
Kyle Stanley...................................32-32—64 -8
Peter Uihlein ..................................34-32—66 -6
Josh Teater ....................................34-32—66 -6
Emiliano Grillo................................33-33—66 -6
Chris Couch ...................................32-34—66 -6
Henrik Norlander ............................32-34—66 -6
Rhein Gibson .................................34-32—66 -6
Martin Laird ...................................33-34—67 -5
Jay McLuen....................................34-33—67 -5
Scott Brown ...................................34-33—67 -5
MJ Daffue......................................33-34—67 -5
Wes Roach ....................................33-34—67 -5
Julian Etulain .................................33-34—67 -5
Robby Shelton................................33-35—68 -4
Ted Potter Jr. ..................................33-35—68 -4
Kiradech Aphibarnrat.......................35-33—68 -4
Viktor Hovland................................34-34—68 -4
Jhonattan Vegas .............................35-33—68 -4
Mark Anderson ...............................32-36—68 -4
Daniel Chopra ................................33-36—69 -3
Tim Wilkinson.................................34-35—69 -3
J.J. Henry.......................................35-34—69 -3

Jonathan Byrd ................................35-34—69 -3
Doug Ghim ....................................36-33—69 -3
Bill Haas .......................................35-34—69 -3
Robert Streb ..................................35-34—69 -3
George McNeill ...............................33-36—69 -3
Rob Oppenheim .............................35-34—69 -3
Cameron Davis ...............................34-35—69 -3
Ryan Brehm...................................36-33—69 -3
Anirban Lahiri.................................35-35—70 -2
Patrick Rodgers ..............................36-34—70 -2
Brian Davis ....................................35-35—70 -2
David Hearn...................................36-34—70 -2
John Senden..................................37-33—70 -2
John Merrick ..................................36-34—70 -2
Chad Campbell ..............................34-36—70 -2
Matthew NeSmith ...........................34-36—70 -2
Vincent Whaley...............................37-33—70 -2
Zack Sucher...................................35-35—70 -2
Justin Bertsch ................................35-35—70 -2
Cameron Percy ...............................35-35—70 -2
Fabian Gomez ................................35-35—70 -2
Alex Noren.....................................34-36—70 -2
Sam Ryder ....................................35-35—70 -2
Kyoung-Hoon Lee............................37-33—00 -2
Ben Martin ....................................34-36—70 -2
Maverick McNealy ...........................35-35—70 -2
Will Gordon ...................................35-35—70 -2
Tyler McCumber ..............................33-37—70 -2
Nelson Ledesma.............................37-33—70 -2
Johnson Wagner .............................36-35—71 -1
Roberto Castro ...............................36-35—71 -1
Derek Ernst....................................34-37—71 -1
Ricky Barnes..................................36-35—71 -1
Michael Gellerman..........................34-37—71 -1

Joseph Bramlett..............................36-35—71 -1
Dominic Bozzelli .............................34-37—71 -1
Xinjun Zhang ..................................36-35—71 -1
Bo Van Pelt....................................36-35—71 -1
David Lingmerth .............................35-36—71 -1
Brendon de Jonge ...........................38-33—71 -1
Chase Seiffert ................................34-37—71 -1
Edward Figueroa.............................37-34—71 -1
Michael Gligic ................................34-37—71 -1
Chris Nido .....................................34-37—71 -1
Freddie Jacobson............................38-34—72 E
Adam Schenk ................................36-36—72 E
Beau Hossler .................................37-35—72 E
Shawn Stefani................................36-36—72 E
Domenico Geminiani .......................35-37—72 E
Sebastian Cappelen ........................37-35—72 E
Brandon Hagy ................................36-36—72 E
Robert Allenby................................38-34—72 E
Brice Garnett .................................35-37—72 E
D.J. Trahan .....................................36-36—72 E
Alex Cejka .....................................35-37—72 E
Kristoffer Ventura ............................37-35—72 E
Kramer Hickok................................36-36—72 E
Davis Thompson .............................38-34—72 E
Roger Sloan...................................37-36—73 +1
Robert Garrigus ..............................37-36—73 +1
Grayson Murray ..............................38-35—73 +1
Arjun Atwal ....................................38-35—73 +1
Justin Doeden ................................37-36—73 +1
Justin Suh .....................................37-36—73 +1
Seamus Power ...............................33-40—73 +1
Satoshi Kodaira..............................39-34—73 +1
Charlie Beljan ................................36-37—73 +1
Tom Lewis......................................36-37—73 +1
Ben Taylor......................................36-37—73 +1
Carl Yuan ......................................37-36—73 +1
Lucas Bjerregaard ...........................35-39—74 +2
Austin Cook ...................................37-37—74 +2
Chris Baker....................................37-37—74 +2
Hank Lebioda.................................36-38—74 +2
Ted Purdy ......................................36-38—74 +2
Andrea Pavan.................................37-37—74 +2
Bo Hoag........................................37-37—74 +2
Sangmoon Bae ..............................36-38—74 +2
Martin Trainer .................................36-38—74 +2
Omar Uresti ...................................37-37—74 +2
Chandler Phillips.............................37-37—74 +2
Richy Werenski ...............................39-36—75 +3
Parker McLachlin ............................40-35—75 +3
Andres Romero...............................34-41—75 +3
Carlos Franco.................................38-37—75 +3
Andrew Loupe ................................38-37—75 +3
Hiram Silfa ....................................39-36—75 +3
John Rollins ...................................38-37—75 +3
Sam Saunders ...............................37-38—75 +3
Derek Gillespie ...............................37-38—75 +3
Parker Gillam .................................37-38—75 +3
Zac Blair .......................................36-40—76 +4
Bryson Nimmer ..............................37-39—76 +4
Jason Bohn....................................38-38—76 +4
D.A. Points.....................................38-38—76 +4
Alex Beach ....................................41-36—77 +5
Smylie Kaufman .............................38-40—78 +6
Chesson Hadley..............................39-40—79 +7

GOLF RESULTS

LEADER Rory McIlroy
takes aim at the 10th hole
in Mexico City.

Hector Vivas Getty Images

$2.6-MILLION DUBAI DUTY FREE CHAMPIONSHIPS
At Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

SINGLES (quarterfinals)—Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan, d.
Karolina Pliskova (2), Czech Republic, 7-6 (1), 6-3; Jennifer
Brady d. Garbine Muguruza (9), Spain, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-4; Petra
Martic (8), Croatia, d. Anett Kontaveit, Estonia, 7-6 (4), 6-1;
Simona Halep (1), Romania, d. Aryna Sabalenka (7), Belarus,
3-6, 6-2, 6-2.

DOUBLES (quarterfinals)—Alison Riske and Desirae Krawczyk
d. Hayley Carter, and Luisa Stefani, Brazil, 6-3, 4-6, 10-6; Zheng
Saisai, China-Barbora Krejcikova (5), Czech Republic, d. Xu Yi-
fan, China, and Nicole Melichar (3), 6-4, 5-7, 13-11; Zhang
Shuai, China-Gabriela Dabrowski (4), Canada, d. Lyudmyla
Kichenok-Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, 6-2, 6-4; Barbora Strycova,
Czech Republic-Hsieh Su-wei (1), Taiwan, d. Bethanie Mattek-
Sands and Sofia Kenin, 6-3, 6-0.

$1.7-MILLION RIO OPEN
At Rio de Janeiro
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

SINGLES (second round)—Gianluca Mager, Italy, d. Joao
Domingues, Portugal, 6-3, 7-6 (5); Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, d.
Dusan Lajovic (2), Serbia, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (5); Borna Coric (5),
Croatia, d. Thiago Seyboth Wild, Brazil, 6-3, 1-6, 7-6 (5); Domi-
nic Thiem (1), Austria, d. Jaume Munar, Spain, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-4.

DOUBLES (quarterfinals)—Marcel Granollers, Spain-Horacio
Zeballos (3), Argentina, d. Maximo Gonzalez, Argentina-Fabrice
Martin, France, 6-4, 6-7 (3), 10-8; Lukasz Kubot, Poland-
Marcelo Melo (2), Brazil, d. Igor Zelenay, Slovakia-Roman Je-
bavy, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-2; Thiago Monteiro-Felipe Meligeni

Rodrigues Alves, Brazil, d. Rafael Matos-Orlando Luz, Brazil, 6-3,
7-6 (7); Federico Gaio-Salvatore Caruso, Italy, d. Bruno Soares,
Brazil-Mate Pavic (4), Croatia, 6-4, 4-6, 10-4.

$691,880 OPEN 13 MARSEILLE
At Marseille, France
Surface: Hard-Indoor

SINGLES (second round)—Gilles Simon, France, d. Aljaz Be-
dene, Slovenia, 7-6 (6), 6-4; Denis Shapovalov (4), Canada, d.
Marin Cilic, Croatia, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2; Daniil Medvedev (1), Russia,
d. Jannik Sinner, Italy, 1-6, 6-1, 6-2; Felix Auger-Aliassime (7),
Canada, d. Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, 6-0, 6-7 (6), 7-6 (9).

DOUBLES (quarterfinals)—Nicolas Mahut, France-Vasek
Pospisil, Canada, d. Jurgen Melzer, Austria-Edouard Roger-Vas-
selin (4), France, 6-3, 6-4; Kevin Krawietz-Andreas Mies (1),
Germany, d. Benoit Paire, France-David Vega Hernandez, Spain,
6-2, 7-6 (5).

$602,935 DELRAY BEACH OPEN
At Delray Beach, Fla.
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

SINGLES (second round)—Ugo Humbert (6), France, d.
Miomir Kecmanovic, Serbia, 6-4, 7-6 (6); Frances Tiafoe d.
Tommy Paul, 7-5, 7-6 (4); Steve Johnson d. Jack Sock, 6-4, 5-7,
6-1; Milos Raonic (2), Canada, d. Cedrik-Marcel Stebe, Germany,
7-5, 6-3.

MEN’S DOUBLES (quarterfinals)—Luke Bambridge, Britain-
Ben Mclachlan (4), Japan, d. Nicholas Monroe and Jackson
Withrow, 6-2, 7-6 (3); Jonny O Mara, Britain-Marcelo Arevalo-
Gonzalez, El Salvador, d. Dennis Novikov and Christian Harrison,
6-4, 6-4; Nikola Cacic, Serbia-Hugo Nys, Monaco, d. Taylor Fritz
and Tommy Paul, 7-6 (4), 6-4.

TENNIS RESULTS

Brooklyn Nets guard Kyr-
ie Irving will have arthro-
scopic surgery on his right
shoulder and miss the rest of
the season.

The Nets made the an-
nouncement Thursday before
playing the Philadelphia 76ers
in their first game after the
All-Star break.

Coach Kenny Atkinson
said earlier this week that the
point guard was still having
trouble with the shoulder that
sidelined him for 26 games
earlier this season and
wouldn’t play Thursday.

Irving said pain in the
shoulder initially worsened
after a game Nov. 4 and he
played for about a week before
sitting out for nearly two
months.

He was limited to just 20
games after signing with the
Nets in July.

ETC.

Ortiz calls out
ex-Astro Fiers

Retired Boston Red Sox
slugger David Ortiz said that
Astros pitcher Mike Fiers
was “looking like a snitch” for
disclosing the team’s cheating
scandal only after he had left
the team. ... Alex Rodriguez
and Matt Vasgersian will be
the announcers for ESPN’s
“Sunday Night Baseball” se-
ries, marking the first time
since 2007 that the network is
going with a two-person
booth for its signature game.
... New York Yankees right-
hander Luis Severino was
shut down from throwing for
the second consecutive spring
training, this time because of
right forearm soreness. ... The

Phillies defeated catcher J.T.
Realmuto in salary arbitra-
tion, a source confirmed. The
two-time All-Star will make
$10 million this season. 

The 32 NFL team owners
voted to “accept the negotiat-
ed terms on the principles of a
new collective bargaining
agreement.” Details of that
agreement were not made
available. ... Former UCLA
football coach Karl Dorrell
was promoted to assistant
head coach by the Miami Dol-
phins. ... Cleveland Browns
Pro Bowl wide receiver Jarvis
Landry underwent hip
surgery Tuesday after initially
opting not to have the opera-
tion. ... The Washington Red-
skins released injury-prone
tight end Jordan Reed. ...
Former Dallas Cowboys run-
ning back Darren McFadden
will have to report to jail to
serve three days in connection
with a DWI arrest last year.

USC agreed to play San Jo-
se State in the Trojans’ 2021
season opener at the Colise-
um. The Spartans replace UC
Davis. USC canceled that
game to avoid playing the first
FCS opponent in school his-
tory. ... Brad Keller was
named the USC women’s vol-
leyball head coach. ... Mar-
shall and East Carolina will
open the 2020 football season
Aug. 29 instead of Sept. 5 to
accommodate a national tele-
vision broadcast marking the
50th anniversary of the worst
disaster in U.S. sports history.
Marshall’s chartered plane
crashed Nov. 14, 1970, killing 75
people including 36 football
players returning from a game
at East Carolina. ... Dan
Radakovich, who starred as
a linebacker at Penn State in
the 1950s before winning two
Super Bowls as an assistant
with the Pittsburgh Steelers

in the 1970s, died. He was 84.

Roger Federer will miss
the French Open and at least
three other tournaments after
arthroscopic surgery on his
right knee. 

Swiss federal prosecutors
charged Nasser al-Khelaifi,
the president of Paris Saint-
Germain soccer club, in con-
nection with a wider bribery
investigation linked to World
Cup television rights. 

A Tokyo Paralympics test
event this month is now re-
stricted to Japanese partici-
pants because of the spread-
ing coronavirus from China. 

Nico Young of Newbury
Park was selected Gatorade
national cross-country run-
ner of the year for 2019. He won
Southern Section, state and
national titles.

The Sparks signed four-
time WNBA champion and
three-time Olympic gold med-
alist Seimone Augustus.
Terms of the deal were not dis-
closed. The eight-time All-
Star guard won titles with the
Minnesota Lynx in 2011, 2013,
2015 and 2017. She ranks 11th on
the WNBA’s all-time scoring
list with 5,881 points.

Santa Anita had a seventh
horse die during the current
meeting while training or rac-
ing when Unveiled suffered a
fracture to his right front leg
while galloping, considered a
low-risk training exercise,
during morning training. The
4-year-old colt was trained by
John Shirreffs, who accord-
ing to the California Horse
Racing Board, had not had a
fatality since it started com-
piling trainer statistics a year-
and-a half ago.

— John Cherwa

THE DAY IN SPORTS

Nets’ Irving to have
season-ending surgery
staff and wire reports

Series championship they
won in 2017, the year Manfred
ruled they had cheated.

Wherever a television
camera has ventured in
spring training, anger has
followed, from some of the
game’s brightest stars: Mike
Trout, Cody Bellinger,
Justin Turner, Kris Bryant,
Aaron Judge, Giancarlo
Stanton. 

Clark asks not for sympa-
thy. But he is the guy left to
explain to every team why
Astros’ players were not
punished.

“The rules on the books
with regard to sign stealing
clearly lay out that clubs and
club personnel can be disci-
plined, and not players,”
Clark said.

Before Manfred issued
his report, did the union’s
executive board — the
elected player leadership —
discuss whether players
ought to be disciplined
anyway?

“This wasn’t a situation
where there was a conversa-
tion,” Clark said. “That’s
what the rules stated. In
order for that consideration
to be made going forward,
there’s going to have to be a
change or an amendment to
the rules.”

Manfred might have
explained that in his report,
perhaps this way: Players
were granted immunity
because we needed their
testimony to get to the truth
and because our rules did
not permit player discipline
in this area. We look forward
to working with the union to
strengthen those rules.

Instead, over nine pages
in which the word “immuni-
ty” never appeared but
“transparency” did, Man-
fred wrote that the Astros’
players would not be disci-
plined because it would have
been “difficult and impracti-
cal” — difficult to determine
the degree of responsibility
among individual players,
impractical because so
many of those players by
now had joined other teams.

Clark must balance the
wishes of Astros’ players
against the wishes of players
who hate the Astros. He
could survey all the players,
on a secret ballot, about
whether the Astros should
be stripped of their title. If
an overwhelming majority
voted yes, he could challenge
Manfred to do it.

But why risk fracturing
his membership with collec-
tive bargaining set to take
place next year, when Clark
will need a unified front

more than ever? Better to
look ahead, toward prevent-
ing another scandal rather
than continuing to argue
about this one.

“The player voice here is
going to be dictating the
best way for us to move
forward,” Clark said, “both
in the use of technology on
and off the field, and with
regard to the integrity of the
game in general.”

What players want, Clark
said, is continued access to
video during games, using
customized software that
would allow a hitter to re-
view his previous at-bats,
with the video clips not
starting until after the
catcher has flashed the
signs. That said, Clark indi-
cated players are in favor of
limitations on video.

“Guys want the replay
room removed,” he said.
“Guys want to talk about
replay in general. Guys want
to talk about removal of the
live feed. Guys want to talk
about removal of cameras,
standardization of cameras
in each of the ballparks, and
they want to know where
each of those cameras are
and what each of those
cameras do. They also want
access to the information
the cameras are providing,
both on individual players
and as a group.

“And they want to talk
about a form of discipline
associated with the particu-
lar nuances of this issue.”

Manfred has said public
shaming might be discipline
enough for the Astros, which
presumes they can be
shamed. But their owner,
Jim Crane, said that he did
not believe he should be held
accountable and that the
sign stealing might not have
had an impact. Their short-
stop, Carlos Correa, said the
Astros won the World Series
“fair and square.”

None of those comments
quieted the storm. Neither
did Manfred dismissing the
World Series championship
trophy as “a piece of metal,”
a remark for which he later
apologized.

On the other end of the
telephone, Clark still
sounded hoarse. Does he
believe the anger the last
two weeks was a response to
what the Astros did by
stealing signs, or to how the
commissioner and the
Astros have dealt with it?

Clark chuckled. He
paused, for nine long sec-
onds. He eventually offered
an indirect answer, but the
chuckle and the long pause
spoke volumes.

Amid scandal, union
chief walks a fine line 
[Union, from D1]

that took place soon after he
filmed a promotional seg-
ment with Fury for Fox’s TV
show “The Masked Singer” in
Hollywood.

“The mask and my war-
rior mind-set comes from my
people. My mask draws me to
my roots and it presents my
character,” said Wilder, who
has been the WBC champion
since 2015. “This is who I am
— I am revealing the Bronze
Bomber at that moment.
When I wear the mask, it
makes me feel superior. From
the walkouts to the knock-
outs, it’s a magnificent feel-
ing. I’m always trying to be
creative and do something
different. I want to make this
era of heavyweights the best
ever.”

Wilder’s ring walks have
become as profound as his
punching power.

Outside of the ring, the
6-foot-7 father of eight is con-
sidered a gentle giant. In
December, Pope Francis
named Wilder the Boxers’
Representative and Ambas-
sador for Peace Through
Sport in a private ceremony
in Vatican City.

Inside the ring, there is
nothing peaceful about
Wilder’s presence. He’s be-
come the scariest heavy-
weight since Mike Tyson.
Last year he said boxing was
the only sport “where you can
kill a man and get paid for it

at the same time.” 
“My boxing life is like an

open book and I invite people
to come in. I’m honest, and I
want people to get to know
that America has a great
boxing champion. I want
people to embrace that I’m
the greatest right now. Give
me my roses now, as I provide
service to my greatness,”
said Wilder, who lives in
Glendora when he’s not
training for a fight.

“People always say they
get their money’s worth
when they see me fight. I
know how hard it is for con-
sumers to spend money, so I
want to put on a show every
second.”

Wilder rebranded his
body of armor and Spartan
soldier exterior beginning
with the first Fury fight
through Cosmos Glam-
squad, a Melrose Avenue
boutique in Los Angeles that
specializes in custom street
couture.

With the help of his fash-
ion-forward fiancée Telli
Swift, Wilder connected with

costumiers Cosmo Lombino
and Donato Crowley to re-
vamp his image to make a
more sinister statement.

All the way up to his first
fight with Fury, Wilder tradi-
tionally wore a mask that
he’d purchased long ago from
a Mardi Gras store in Louisi-
ana. For his last three fights,
Wilder’s character has been
enhanced each time with
Cosmos’ guidance. The at-
tire for Wilder’s last ring walk
against Luis Ortiz in Novem-
ber cost more than $15,000.
By the end of the night, he’d
tied Muhammad Ali’s heavy-
weight record of 10 consecu-
tive title defenses.

For Saturday, Lombino
and Crowley are evoking the
terror of the 1968 horror mov-
ie “The Devil Rides Out,”
adding sculptural angles of
the fashion house Alexander
McQueen. The black leather
bodysuit will also have el-
ements from the movie
“Tron.” The price tag for the
regalia is more than $60,000. 

“We’ve created a whole
new look for him, and it’s

mind blowing,” Crowley said.
“We raised the bar three
times higher than his last
fight.”

“The sky’s the limit of
what we can do with Deon-
tay,” said Lombino. “We’ve
created something that
matches his energy.”

The fight against Fury
could define Wilder’s legacy.
The 34-year-old from Ala-
bama believes he’s already a
Hall of Famer, and he’s ada-
mant that he’ll not only be
the best heavyweight ever,
but the best boxer too.

Fury (29-0-1, 20 KOs)
should provide a serious test
in what many believe to be an
even fight.

Fury, 31, has a propensity
for being a showman en route
to the ring as well, and if he
can escape Wilder’s power,he
can potentially unmask the
champion.

“I’m going to knock him
out in two rounds,” Fury said.
“If I’m going out, I want to go
laying out cold on my shield.”

Wilder said he’ll nail his
counterpart to the canvas
this time around to prevent
another Fury resurrection.

“It’s going to be a grand
moment as soon as I walk in,”
Wilder said. “Everything is on
the line for this fight. When I
beat him, it’s going to mean
everything. There will be a
winner this time, and it’ll be
me with a knockout in devas-
tating fashion.”

DEONTAY WILDER walks into the ring to face Dominic Breazeale last May in a version of his warrior motif. 
Sean Michael Ham Mayweather Promotions

Wilder’s outfits match his brashness
[Wilder, from D1]

‘When I wear the mask, it makes me
feel superior. From the walkouts to the
knockouts, it’s a magnificent feeling.’

—Deontay Wilder, 
heavyweight champion, on his medieval-looking costumes


