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Tough
loss is
on ice
for the
Bruins
Molson misses tying
field-goal try in last
minute as Arizona
hangs on minus Tate.
ARIZONA 20
UCLA 17

By Ben Bolch
TUCSON — Dorian
Thompson-Robinson
walked behind his teammates huddled on the sideline, clapping his hands in
encouraging fashion before
patting a few helmets.
Somebody else was going
to have to win the game for
UCLA after its starting
quarterback went down Saturday night at Arizona Stadium.hold of
Thompson-Robinson
had suffered an apparent
ankle injury late in the third
quarter against Arizona,
turning the game into a battle of backups after the Wildcats played the entire game
without star quarterback
Khalil Tate.
UCLA’s Austin Burton
needed to drive the Bruins
nearly the length of the field
for a tying field goal or a goahead score that would give
them sole possession of first
place in the Pac-12 South Division.
They got neither.
Burton engineered a
drive that put his team well
within field-goal range, but
J.J. Molson’s 39-yard attempt sailed wide right and
the Wildcats held on for a 2017 victory that sapped all of
the Bruins’ momentum
from their crazy comeback
last weekend over Washington State.
Molson had made a field
goal from the same distance
moments earlier, but the
Wildcats called a timeout
before he could get off the
kick. Molson has made only
two of five field goals this
season, including a 37yarder Saturday.
Burton competed admirably in his college debut,
completing five of nine
passes for 48 yards. It wasn’t
enough.
He had thrown a few hurried warmup passes late in
the third quarter after
Thompson-Robinson took a
big hit, forcing him to limp
off the field and crouch on
the sideline.
[See UCLA, D13]
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WASHINGTON’S Andre Baccellia (5) celebrates his recovery of a fumble in the end zone for a touchdown with teammates Jaxson

Kirkland (51) and Aaron Fuller. The touchdown gave the Huskies a 14-0 lead late in the first quarter of Saturday’s game.

NORTHERN EXPOSURE
With the magic
lacking, reality
sets in for Trojans

No heroics by
third-string Fink
in loss to Huskies

DYLAN HERNANDEZ
SEATTLE —The
carpet didn’t soar
into the sky this
time. The genie
refused to come out
of the lamp.
The magic that
produced an upset
victory the previous
week couldn’t be
conjured again Saturday at Husky
Stadium, where USC was forced to
confront reality in a 28-14 defeat to
Washington. Reality was thirdstring quarterback Matt Fink
throwing a pass that was intercepted at the goal line.
Reality was the defense parting
and allowing Washington running
back Salvon Ahmed to race untouched for an 89-yard touchdown.
Reality was the Trojans played
against a better team and lost.
If the win over Utah eight days
earlier inspired optimism, the
defeat to Washington elicited a
sense of resignation.
USC is not a special team,
contrary to what coach Clay Helton has insisted.
[See Hernandez, D12]

NO. 17 WASHINGTON 28
NO. 21 USC 14

By Ryan Kartje

Andy Bao Seattle Times

MATT FINK (19) gets tackled during the second half Saturday.

His third-quarter interception led to a 21-point deficit for USC.

Friedman deal on hold
Dodgers are confident
executive will return
but a new contract
hasn’t materialized.

Rams vs.
Tampa Bay
at the Coliseum
1 p.m., Channel 11
Another challenge:
Rams secondary will
try to slow Winston
and his big arm. D9

DODGERS 2
SAN FRANCISCO 0

By Jorge Castillo
SAN FRANCISCO —The
Dodgers defeated the San
Francisco Giants on Saturday 2-0 for their 105th victory as Hyun-Jin Ryu fortified his Cy Young credentials with seven scoreless innings.
In
Sunday’s
regular-season finale, they
have the opportunity to surpass the franchise record for
wins set by the 1953 Brooklyn
Dodgers.
On Thursday, they will
commence a seventh consecutive trip to the postseason as the National League
favorites in pursuit of a third
consecutive pennant and
their first championship
since 1988. They will enjoy
[See Dodgers, D3]
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LOCAL GAMES TODAY

Chargers
at Miami
at Hard Rock Stadium
10 a.m., Channel 2
Limping along: Ailing
Chargers attempt to
right the ship against
lowly Dolphins. D8

Another death
at Santa Anita
Thearon W. Henderson Getty Images

HYUN-JIN RYU clinched the ERA title in his last
regular-season start Saturday with a mark of 2.32.

Emtech breaks down
in the eighth race and
is euthanized. D2

SEATTLE —Three years earlier, in the midst of a monumental
upset that helped break open an
unexpected run to the Rose Bowl, a
wide-eyed USC freshman quarterback broke a tooth while celebrating on the Husky Stadium sideline.
It was an odd footnote in the
otherwise quiet career of Matt
Fink, who until his heroic turn a
week ago, had waited patiently
over three-plus seasons for his opportunity at USC. Now, back in
that lakeside stadium for the first
time since that tooth-chipping 2016
upset, Fink was the last scholarship quarterback standing on
USC’s sideline, with every hope of
playing hero again.
Then, in a cascade of regrettable missteps, Fink fell short and
those hopes broke down on a chilly
Saturday in Seattle.
With freshman Kedon Slovis
still stuck in concussion protocol,
the one-time third-stringer’s fear[See USC, D12]

Spence survives
Porter’s pounding
Champion unifies
welterweight titles
with a hard-fought
split decision.
By Manouk Akopyan
Errol Spence Jr. and
Shawn Porter promised a
dog fight, and that’s exactly
what they delivered in a
back-and-forth
classic
welterweight
unification
bout Saturday before 16,702
at Staples Center.
After 12 rounds of rumbling, neither fighter showed
any emotion, uncertain of
the scorecards. When they
were tallied, it was a split decision for Spence, who prevailed 116-111 twice while the
third judge had it 115-112 for a
displeased Porter, who nodded his head.
Spence (26-0, 21 knockouts) defended his International Boxing Federation
crown and stripped Porter

(30-3-1, 17 KOs) of his World
Boxing Council belt. Spence
also took one step closer to
filling the shoes of the retired Floyd Mayweather Jr.,
who was watching ringside.
“This is a lifetime dream.
It shows hard work pays off,”
Spence said. “Shawn Porter
is a rough and awkward
fighter. I didn’t get off what I
wanted to. He’s a true champion. He made it tough.”
Spence popped Porter in
the 11th round with a punch
that swiveled his head and
knocked him down. Porter
was clearly hurt as his gloved
grazed the canvas, the highlight of a great fight in which
Spence outlanded Porter 221
to 172 in punches, per CompuBox, while absorbing the
most punches of any fight in
his seven-year career.
“He’s a strong kid,”
Porter said. “We both came
in to do the job. I think I had
a little more than what he expected, but he handled it.”
The fight got off to a fan[See Boxing, D15]
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THE DAY IN SPORTS

Coleman wins
100 in World
Championship
staff and wire reports
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ANZE KOPITAR , left, and Dustin Brown are an invaluable part of a Kings’ mix of proven veterans and tal-

ented prospects. Said Kopitar, “We’re going to have to lead the way. And pull the young guys with us.”

Coming to the four-front
Kopitar, Brown, Quick and Doughty must make Kings relevant
By Jack Harris
In typical unfiltered and
resolute form, Drew Doughty barely let the question finish before interjecting.
The Kings defenseman is
known for having opinions
on, well, everything. His
game. His teammates. His
coaches. Even the NHL’s
evolving style of play. Few
topics are off-limits for the
straight-shooting,
frontteeth-missing, five-time AllStar.
His role as a leader, with
the franchise in flux, is no
different. Along with Anze
Kopitar, Dustin Brown and
Jonathan Quick, Doughty is
one of the Kings’ four mainstays this decade.
That group has been at
the forefront of each of the
last nine seasons, a run that
began with a long-awaited
playoff berth in 2010, peaked
with Stanley Cup championships in 2012 and 2014, and
bottomed out in a secondto-last-place finish last season.
Sitting in front of his
locker recently, Doughty
was reminded of all this.
Then he was asked: “Do you
guys feel a responsibility to
help rebuild?”
He jumped in with a passionate, pointed answer.
“Yeah, for sure,” he said,
his voice rising an octave, as
if there was any other choice.
“We’re the leaders on the
team.” In a league of mercenaries, long-tenured quartets are rare.
In their decade together,
Doughty, Brown, Kopitar
and Quick helped lift the
franchise to the pinnacle of
the sport, then couldn’t keep
it from slipping to punchingbag status.
They’ve been through
four coaching changes, and
seen the club’s prospect pool
turn over time and again.
They’ve been at the forefront of one NHL revolution,
the paragon of puck possession and defensive fortitude; then lagged far behind
another, as speed and movement have again modernized the game.
Now, at the point when
most teams cut bait and
sever ties with the aging
players tethered to a fallen
dynasty, the Kings are hoping to rebuild around their
rooted veterans. This is
somewhat out of necessity,
given the hefty contracts to
which each is signed (all of
them are inked through at
least 2021-22 and have average annual values of at least
$5.8 million). But it’s partly
by choice too.
A changing of the guard
is on the horizon. And the
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GOALIE Jonathan Quick is part of a small group of

Kings who have been together for a decade or more.
Kings are counting on their
core four to help guide them
into the future. “Who doesn’t
want to be in that role?”
Doughty said. “The guy
that’s looked upon to lead
the team — that’s what I’ve
wanted to be my whole life.
Now that I finally have it, I
just want to get better at it.”
::
During the 2009-10 season, Doughty was a frequent
visitor to then-general manager Dean Lombardi’s office.
As the defenseman remembers it, their conversations
often followed a familiar
script.
“Can you handle this?
Can you do this?” Lombardi
would ask Doughty, then in
his second year, the last
member of the Kings’ core
four to break into the league.
Doughty would answer
confidently: “Yes.”
Lombardi
would
counter: “No you can’t.”
Doughty would snap
back: “Yes, I can.”
There was a method to
Lombardi’s madness.
“He did it,” Doughty said,
“because he wanted me to
become what am I now.”
Entering that campaign,
the Kings were mired in a
six-season playoff drought.
The team had veteran leadership in Sean O’Donnell,
Rob
Scuderi,
Justin
Williams, Matt Greene and
Jarret Stoll, but had finished
last in the Pacific Division
the previous two years. By
the time 2009-10 rolled
around, the Kings’ path forward was clear. Before they
could win rings and raise
banners, they needed Brown
and Kopitar and Doughty
and Quick— all of whom
were 25 or younger — to
carry the torch.
So, Doughty was pushed
by Lombardi and recorded
59 points. Brown continued
to evolve in his second season as team captain. Kopitar
not only played the most
minutes of any forward, but

finished with the first positive plus-minus rating of his
career. Quick started a career-high 71 games in net.
Over the course of the season, the Kings began transforming into a contender.
They collected 101 points
and made the playoffs for
the first time since 2002. As
the No. 6 seed, they took the
third-seeded
Vancouver
Canucks to six games in the
first round.
The team would add
more veterans, including
Jeff Carter and Mike Richards, en route to their Stanley Cup titles. Only nine
players remain on the team
from their 2014 championship.
But the four-person nucleus that keyed that first
playoff run remains. Now,
they’re on the other end of
the spectrum, tasked with
being the steady hands for a
significant rebuild. Said Kopitar: “We’ve been here for a
little while now. We’re used
to winning. … We’re going to
have to lead the way. And
pull the young guys with us.”
Brown: “Part of it is setting the example of how
things are supposed to be
done, and the other part is
holding each other accountable. It’s pretty easy if Kopi
and Dewey, myself, if guys
like that are being held accountable, then it makes it a
lot easier to hold the line
elsewhere.”
Quick: “There’s more
than just four of us. There’s a
lot of us here. We’ve been
through what it takes to
have success in this league.”
::
Since being hired as the
Kings’ coach in April, Todd
McLellan has been reticent
to reference what happened
to the team last year. He
watched from afar as the
Kings plummeted to a 71point campaign, the worst in
the
Doughty-KopitarBrown-Quick era. McLellan
has been careful to not pass

judgment, or juxtapose himself to either of the two
coaches the Kings put behind the bench last year.
He did take notice, however, of the players’ comments over the course of
2018-19, which went from candid to discouraged to flatout dejected as the season
spiraled out of control. The
core four veterans were
among the most outspoken
critics:
• Following a 5-1 loss to
the Toronto Maple Leafs on
Nov. 13, just a week after
coach John Stevens was
fired and replaced by interim coach Willie Desjardins,
Kopitar said: “It was a lack of
desperation, work, energy,
emotion, whatever. That
kind of effort, it’s unacceptable.”
• In the wake of a 6-3 defeat to the New Jersey Devils
on Dec. 6, Doughty said: “It’s
pathetic. It’s embarrassing.
It’s frustrating.”
• With the Kings shaping
up to be sellers at the trade
deadline in late February,
Brown said: “Right now,
we’re a losing team. It’s difficult and a new experience for
a lot of guys.”
• On Feb. 26, Quick berated Desjardins on the bench
for not challenging a goalie
interference call.
Those frustrated outbursts left an impression on
McLellan. He pointed to
those moments from last
year as proof the Kings’ longstanding leadership group
still has plenty left to prove.
“They spoke up,” McLellan said. “When you put it on
the line like that at the end of
last year, you have to provide
the team with those things.
“Last year was a down
year by team standards, individual standards. The
pride got away from them.
Right now, I sense that
they’re a proud group.
They’re willing to try anything.”
After last year, they may
need to. The culture they
spent years building crumbled. For the Kings’ core
four, the glory days are likely
behind them. They’re bracing for their new gritty reality.
“It’s really up to us leaders to drive the bus,” Doughty said.
“We’ve tried to drive the
bus for the last few years and
it hasn’t really worked.”
Then Doughty paused,
contemplating the challenge
ahead.
“Maybe,” he continued, “I
don’t know — maybe we
have to do some things differently. You can always do
things differently. We need
an entire team effort. We
need our leaders to lead.”

Christian Coleman of
the United States won the
world championship gold
medal in the men’s 100 meters Saturday, three weeks
after avoiding a ban for
missed drug tests.
Coleman started well
and extended his lead down
the stretch to win in 9.76 seconds. Defending champion
Justin Gatlin finished second in the marquee event of
the championships. Andre
de Grasse of Canada was
third.
“At the end, all my worries just evaporated out
there,” said Coleman, 23. “It
was a crazy feeling. To add
my name to the list of the legendary guys who’ve come
before me is an honor and a
blessing.”
Coleman beat his personal best by 0.03 seconds to
become the sixth-fastest
man in history, overtaking
Nesta Carter and Maurice
Greene in the all-time
standings. It was the first
world 100 final since 2005
without Usain Bolt.
Coleman was initially
charged with failing to provide accurate information
on his whereabouts for drug
testing, missing three tests
over 12 months.
The U.S. Anti-Doping
Agency has never reported a
positive drug test for Coleman. The agency said Coleman has been tested on 20
separate occasions in 2018
and 2019. He missed a drug
test on April 26, his third
missed test since June 2018.
But the World Anti-Doping Agency’s interpretation
of the rule backdated his
first failure to April 1, 2018, instead of the date it occurred,
June 6, 2018. On Sept. 2, USADA said that technicality
meant there weren’t three
failures within 12 months,
and it would not pursue the
case.
DeAnna
Price
won
America’s first world championship gold medal in the
hammer throw.

GOLF

Champ leads
Safeway Open
Cameron Champ shot a
bogey-free five-under 67 in
windy conditions to take a
three-shot lead into the final
round of the Safeway Open.
Champ, who grew up in
Sacramento about 65 miles
northeast of Silverado Resort, narrowly missed a sixth
birdie on No. 17 after nearly
driving the green. He had a
14-under 202 total.
Mi Jung Hur kept her
two-stroke lead in the Indy
Women in Tech Championship, birdieing five of the
final eight holes for a sixunder 66.
Hur rebounded from an
opening bogey with a birdie
on the par-5 second. She
added birdies on Nos. 9, 11, 13,
14, 16 and 18 to get to 17 under
at Brickyard Crossing.

MMA

Freire defends
title at Bellator
Two-division champion
Patricio “Pitbull” Freire
defended his featherweight
title with a unanimous decision over Juan Archuleta at
Bellator 228 at the Forum.
The co-main event preceded a middleweight bout
between Lyoto Machida

and Gegard Mousasi, who
won a split decision. On the
undercard, Long Beach’s
Antonio McKee, 49, returned from retirement to
score a second-round technical knockout of William
Sriyapai, and his son A.J.
McKee, a Long Beach Poly
grad, knocked out Georgi
Karakhanyan in eight seconds, the second-fastest finish in Bellator history.
Cris Cyborg, a champion
in almost every major mixed
martial arts promotion in
the last 10 years, will make
her Bellator debut in a
featherweight title fight
against Julia Budd on Jan.
25 at the Forum. … Middleweight Jared Cannonier
stopped Jack Hermansson
in the second round of their
main event at UFC Fight
Night in Copenhagen.

ETC.

Spoelstra gets
extension
Erik Spoelstra’s tenure
as the Miami Heat’s coach
doesn’t look like it will be
ending any time soon, as a
league source confirmed
that Spoelstra has agreed to
a multiyear contract extension with the organization.
Spoelstra, 48, who is just
days away from beginning
his 12th season as the Heat’s
coach, was entering the final
year on his contract. But the
uncertainty past this season
was erased with the extension.
AJ Allmendinger raced
to his first NASCAR victory
in five years in the Xfinity Series race on The Roval at
Charlotte Motor Speedway.
It was Allmendinger’s
first victory since he won in a
Cup car in 2014. His last Xfinity Series victory was in 2013,
and he’s now has three career Xfinity wins
A person with knowledge
of the move says the Colorado Avalanche agreed to
terms with Mikko Rantanen
on a $55.5 million, six-year
contract. ... Sidney Crosby
left the Pittsburgh Penguins’ preseason finale after
appearing to take a shot off
his skate and coach Mike
Sullivan said Crosby was
“being evaluated.” ...Vancouver Canucks right wing
Brock Boeser returned to
practice less than a week after his concussion. ... The
Kings assigned Nikolai
Prokhorkin to Ontario.
Two-time Olympic bobsled
champion
Kaillie
Humphries will be allowed
to compete for the U.S. this
season and beyond, after
Canadian
officials
announced that they are
granting her request to be
released from their program.

RESULTS
IAAF WORLD ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS
At Doha, Qatar
All races in meters
MEN
Finals
100—1. Christian Coleman, U.S., 9.76 seconds. 2.
Justin Gatlin, U.S., 9.89. 3. Andre De Grasse, Canada,
9.90. 4. Akani Simbine, Russia, 9.93. 5. Yohan Blake,
Jamaica, 9.97.
WOMEN
Finals
10,000—1. Sifan Hassan, Netherlands, 30:17.62. 2.
Letesenbet Gidey, Ethipia, 30:21.23. 3. Agnes Jebet
Tirop, Kenya, 30:25.20. 4. Rosemary Monica Wanjiru,
Kenya, 30:35.75. 5. Hellen Obiri, Kenya, 30:35.82.
Others included: 8. Marielle Hall, U.S., 31:05.71. 9.
Molly Huddle, U.S., 31:08.74. 10. Emily Sisson, U.S.,
31:12.56.
HAMMER—1. DeAnna Price, U.S., 254 feet, 5 inches. 2.
Joanna Fiodorow, Poland, 250-6. 3. Zheng Wang,
China, 245-3. 4. Zalina Petrivskaya, Moldova, 243-10.
5. Iryna Klymets, Ukraine, 241-4.
MARATHON—1. Ruth Chepngetich, Kenya, 2 hours, 32
minutes, 43.2 seconds. 2. Rose Chelimo, Bahrain,
2:33:46. 3. Helalia Johannes, Nambia, 2:34:15. Others
included: 6. Roberta Groner, U.S., 2:38:44. 13. Carrie
Dimoff, U.S., 2:44:35. 38. Kelsey Bruce, U.S., 3:09:37.

Spence wins split decision vs. Porter
[Boxing, from D1]
tastic start, Spence putting
on a show in the third round
— bobbing and weaving
around punches and peppering Porter with overhand
shots as his opponent was
wildly swinging and missing.
Porter proved he was every bit the pit bull he promised to be in Round 4, standing
in the pocket and making it a
dog fight. By Round 6,
Porter was fighting a strategic bout, showing his fleet
feet with side-to-side movement and spinning in circles,

charging forward when he
saw openings and strategically hugging and holding.
In the eighth round,
Spence got off an impressive
body attack as Porter fought
back with crisp counters.
Porter came back strong
in the ninth, turning the tables and snapping Spence’s
head back with a right hand.
Before the 10th round
started, Spence showed confidence and pep in his step,
dancing in his corner. They
met in the middle of the ring
like battering rams. Spence

fired off a nearly dozen-shot
barrage, but Porter kept
charging like a bull.
After scoring the knockdown in the 11th, Spence
marched forward and put an
exclamation mark on his win
with a strong finish.
“That knockdown was
the difference,” Porter said.
David Benavidez, meanwhile, is now a two-time
WBC super-middleweight
champion at the age of 22.
Benavidez (22-0, 19 KOs)
bloodied and bruised a
brave Anthony Dirrell (33-

2-1, 24 KOs) to win the title
with a ninth-round technical
knockout in the co-main
event. Referee Thomas Taylor stopped the fight 1 minute 39 seconds into the
round at the instructions of
Dirrell’s corner as the fighter
was cut over the right eye
and struggling to see.
In other action, Mario
Barrios (25-0, 16 KOs)
squeaked by Batyr Akhmedov (7-1, five KOs) to win the
vacant World Boxing Assn.
super-lightweight title with
a unanimous decision.
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ERROLL SPENCE JR., right, and Shawn Porter

trade punches in their welterweight title fight.

