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At a time when the Char-
gers are grasping for offense,
they’re about to get Melvin
Gordon back.

The two-time Pro Bowl
selection will end his hold-
out and report to the team’s
Costa Mesa training facility
Thursday, according to a
person with knowledge of
the situation who is not au-
thorized to speak publicly on
the matter.

Gordon has been away
from the team since mini-
camp in June because of a
contract dispute.

In the final season of his
rookie deal, he’s scheduled
to be paid $5.6 million in 2019.
He is seeking an extension
that would put him closer to
what the NFL’s highest-paid
backs are receiving, some-
thing in the $13-million range
annually.

The Chargers (1-2) are at
Miami (0-3) on Sunday, but
Gordon is not expected to
play. They face Denver at
Dignity Health Sports Park
on Oct. 6. Without Gordon
and other valuable offensive
pieces, the Chargers have 

Gordon ends
holdout with
the Chargers 
Pro Bowl running
back who wanted
a new contract will
rejoin the team today. 

By Jeff Miller

MELVIN GORDON

hasn’t been with the
Chargers since June.

Adam Glanzman Getty Images

[See Chargers, D7]

This might
seem like a
crazy thing to
write about
an unbeaten
football team.

This might
appear non-
sensical con-
sidering this
team has the NFL’s most
brilliant young head coach,
its most productive running
back, and a talented matur-
ing quarterback.

This might sound nutty,
but it’s true, and those who

have watched three games
with a gnawing sense of
unfamiliarity and uncer-
tainty know it’s true.

The Rams offense isn’t
right.

The Rams offense has
lost its swagger, misplaced
its mojo, forgotten its iden-
tity.

The Rams are 3-0, but it’s
a defensive 3-0, a trudging
3-0, a really weird 3-0.

They won their first
game against an injured
quarterback, their second
against a backup quarter-
back and their third with a
goal-line stand.

The Rams offense didn’t
win any of those games. The
offense just sort of showed
up, made a handful of big
plays and scurried away in
the shadow of Aaron Don-

BILL PLASCHKE

Rams are 3-0, but
something is off 
The offense is
struggling as Gurley
plays a reduced role. 

[See Plaschke, D7]

As far as first impres-
sions go, this one wasn’t
exactly ideal. It was 2015, and
Michael Pittman Jr. stood 
on the practice field at Oaks
Christian School with his
pants sagging and his shoes
untied. As a pass soared over
his head during a drill, he
didn’t bother running after
it.

To his new coach stand-
ing on the sideline, it was un-
acceptable behavior. So Jim
Benkert, who’d just been
hired from Westlake High
and barely knew his new star
wideout, stormed over to
Pittman and gave him an ul-
timatum. 

“You will never play for
me,” Benkert told him, “un-
less you change.”

The exchange left the
senior receiver stunned. As
Benkert walked back to his
staff, he wondered immedi-
ately if he’d made a huge
mistake.

Moments later, Pittman
leaned down to tie his shoes, 

Seasoned to perfection
Now a senior, Pittman fits role as receiving leader

By Ryan Kartje

USC SENIOR Michael Pittman Jr. has 31 catches 
for 437 yards to lead Pac-12 Conference receivers.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

[See USC, D8]

Errol Spence Jr. just
woke up from a deep sleep at
8 p.m. at his Dallas home. It’s
Monday night, and the first
thing the bleary boxer has to
do is catch up on phone calls.

It’s fight week, and plenty
of people are looking for the
International Boxing Fed-
eration welterweight cham-
pion. He’s the man of the
hour ahead of his pay-per-
view unification fight
against World Boxing Coun-
cil champion Shawn Porter
at Staples Center on Sat-
urday, but he’s still op-
erating on his clock for per-
haps one last day.

Spence, who regularly
trains and stays awake into
the wee hours of the morn-
ing, still has to go for a late-
night run. When he gets

home, he will squeeze in
some video games with “Call
of Duty” and “Madden,”
punching a controller just as
well as he does people. He’ll
watch “Power” on TV and
then fall asleep. 

It’ll be the last time he
sleeps in his bed this week,
and like many before him,
Spence (25-0, 21 knockouts)
will have dreams of becom-
ing boxing’s next great
American superstar and fill
the shoes Floyd Mayweather
Jr. left behind. Spence has
the superior skills to make
his aspirations a reality, and
the stiff test in Porter (30-2-1,
17 KOs) should be another
step in proving whether he
really is “The Truth,” his
nickname.

“I’ve worked hard to get
to this moment, and I’m
headed in the right direc-
tion, trying to become an
icon of the sport,” Spence
said. “I have the style, per-
sonality and aura to fill
Floyd’s shoes, and I’m going
to take over where he left
off.”

Spence is seeking
boxing stardom
IBF champion hopes
to beat Porter and
become a household
name in the sport.

By Manouk Akopyan

[See Boxing, D6]

Lue officially
joining Clippers 
The former Cavaliers
head coach is among
the staff hirings made
by Rivers. D3

Big victories 
for L.A. in MLS 
The Galaxy clinch
first playoff spot since
2016 and LAFC sews
up the Supporters’
Shield. D3

DODGERS 6
SAN DIEGO 4

Pederson’s bat
is twice as nice
He hits two more
home runs to spark
the Dodgers’ win. D5

OAKLAND 3
ANGELS 2

Trout discusses
shortened year
Injured star outfielder
talks about his season
before Angels’ loss. D5

Long before the regular ap-
pearances on cable news net-
works, speaking engagements at
the Justice Department and co-
sponsoring state legislation that
would fundamentally change col-
lege sports, Ramogi Huma fumed
over groceries.

They arrived at the apartment
of UCLA football player Donnie
Edwards in late 1995, allegedly
dropped off by a sports agent.
When the gesture was made pub-
lic, the NCAA suspended the star
linebacker for one game and
made him donate $150 to charity
to cover the cost of the groceries.

Huma, then a freshman line-
backer for the Bruins, couldn’t
believe a college athlete could be
punished over food.

“The players didn’t have a
voice,” he said. “The whole team
was upset, but no one came and
said, ‘We want to hear your con-
cerns. How can we make this bet-
ter?’ ”

The situation triggered Hu-
ma’s almost 21⁄2-decade journey
to become one of the leading ad-
vocates of reforming the multi-
billion-dollar college sports in-
dustry. He is executive director of
the nonprofit National College
Players Assn., works from home
in Eastvale, Calif., and, according
to the organization’s most recent
Internal Revenue Service filing,
makes about $83,000 a year.

“When he gets his mind set on
something, he’s in it for the long
haul,” said Daylon McCutcheon,
the former USC and Cleveland
Browns defensive back who has 

RAMOGI HUMA HAS BECOME one of the leading advocates for reforming the college-sports industry.
“When he gets his mind set on something, he’s in it for the long haul,” Daylon McCutcheon said of Huma.

Kirk McKoy Los Angeles Times

AN NCAA FEUD
FOR THOUGHT
Former UCLA football player Huma has been working
for nearly 25 years to provide a voice for college athletes

By Nathan Fenno

HUMA hugs UCLA teammate Brendon
Ayanbadejo against USC in 1998.

Michael Caulfield Associated Press

[See NCAA, D8]

NFL WEEK 4

Chargers at Miami
AT HARD ROCK STADIUM

Sunday, 10 a.m. PDT, Ch. 2

Rams vs.
Tampa Bay

AT THE COLISEUM

Sunday, 1 p.m., Ch. 11
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It’s well after 11 on a

Friday night, and running

back P.J. Garcia of Garfield

High is doing an inspection

of his body after carrying 43

times for 331 yards and five

touchdowns in an exhaust-

ing 52-49 win over Cren-

shaw.

Garcia says he sees

scratches up and down his

forearms and bruises

around his body. He puts ice

on his sore shoulder.

In a matter of hours, he’ll

be waking up to spend eight

hours Saturday and Sunday

working at his uncle’s

seafood restaurant, going

up and down stairs while

cleaning tables. He’s 18 and

needs the money. Then

there’s homework to finish.

And maybe time to sleep.

He’s 5 feet 6 and 170

pounds. He’s treated like a

human punching bag as he

carries the ball through the

line and prepares to be hit.

He’s been doing it since

sixth grade, and this could

be his final season of playing

football. He rarely leaves the

field since he also plays

linebacker.

“Honestly, I just love the

sport,” he said. “I do it for

the love of the game. I love

watching it and playing it.

The atmosphere is just

great.”

Two weeks before his

Crenshaw performance, he

carried 27 times for 85 hard-

earned yards in a loss to

Gardena Serra. At one

point, he was being sent

repeatedly through the

middle of the line. Serra

kept punishing him. Finally

he made it into the end zone

on a one-yard plunge. 

“He stuck his nose in

there and kept going,” Serra

coach Scott Altenberg said.

“We hit him good and he

never stopped. Our guys

were like, ‘Man, we hit him

hard and he kept coming

back.’ Tough kid.”

But no body is invincible,

even when protected by

pads. 

Last week, when

Garfield had a bye after

going 2-2 to start the sea-

son, Garcia’s body needed a

rest. After his mother took

him to a doctor, Garcia was

advised to take a break. His

weekend work schedule,

daily school schedule and

Friday night punishments

had taken a toll, so he was

banned from the weight

room and told to just ob-

serve during practices last

week.

“It finally caught up to

him,” coach Lorenzo Her-

nandez said. “He was just

depleted.”

Starting with an Eastern

League opener Friday

against Bell, Garcia is going

to be treated like top players

in the NBA — load manage-

ment. Hernandez needs

Garcia healthy for the City

Section Open Division

playoffs in November, so

he’ll be getting fewer carries

even though he might not

like it.

“He doesn’t think he’s

getting punished in the

moment,” Hernandez said.

“He’s going to give you his

all-out effort.”

Garcia said he under-

stands the dangers of foot-

ball and admits he has a

“love-hate” relationship.

“Even though football

could be dangerous, it

teaches you discipline, how

to be responsible, keeps you

in shape. It helps you figure

out how to work as a team.

It’s a great learning experi-

ence,” he said.

He’ll be competing for

the fourth time in the East

L.A. Classic on Nov. 1

against Roosevelt. The

experience never gets old.

“Every high school player

dreams of playing in that

game,” he said.

He’s going to keep de-

ploying the strategy of

power running backs — “hit

them before they hit you.”

Along with plenty of ice

baths.

GARFIELD HIGH’S P.J. Garcia runs for a touchdown against Crenshaw, one of his 43 carries in the game.
The senior running back rushed for 331 yards and five touchdowns in the 52-49 victory.

Robert S. Helfman For The Times

Garcia takes his punishment
and thrives as a running back
Garfield senior’s body
keeps getting beat up,
but he loves every
minute of experience.

ERIC SONDHEIMER

ON HIGH SCHOOLS

‘I do it for the
love of the game.
I love watching it
and playing it.
The atmosphere
is just great.’ 

— P.J. Garcia,
Garfield running back 

If Spence wants to emu-

late Mayweather, he’ll have

to raise his star outside of

the ring. So far, the mild-

mannered 29-year-old

hasn’t showed much inter-

est in that, preferring to let

his performances do the

talking.

The word around boxing

circles is that Spence al-

ready bested the man he’s

trying to replace. During an

intense 2013 sparring ses-

sion, the left-hander gave

Mayweather the business,

and a black eye , when the

since-retired fighter was

preparing to take on Robert

Guerrero.

Asked to recall that day,

Spence laughed off the in-

quiry and said, “I don’t re-

member specifics.” Pressed

further, he offered details.

“I didn’t get excited or

take nothing from it, and

say, ‘Oh, I gave him a black

eye.’ People get black eyes

and bloody noses all the time

in sparring,” Spence said. “It

was tit for tat. I was just

learning from the best in the

business. I don’t talk [about

the black eye] to get in the

headlines. I’m not a clout-

chasing kind of person.”

In Dallas, Spence is well-

liked and considered a star,

especially in the eyes of Cow-

boys owner Jerry Jones, who

considers him as somewhat

of a second franchise — the

two are frequently seen to-

gether during games.

Spence packed AT&T Sta-

dium with more than 47,000

people during his destruc-

tion of Mikey Garcia in

March, a pay-per-view that

topped 360,000 buys.

Spence’s showing before

that was at the Cowboys

practice facility against Car-

los Ocampo in 2018.

“Watching him grow up

right before our eyes as a

product of Dallas is some-

thing that we’ve all been very

proud to see,” Jones said.

“The Cowboys and our fans

hold him in very high regard,

both as a boxer and a won-

derful representative of our

community. Errol is a cham-

pion with class and style,

and he is worthy of the larg-

est stage in the world.”

The lifelong Cowboys fan

said he’s humbled to have

the support of Jones.

“He likes the fight game,”

Spence said. “Sometimes he

rubs my shoulders so I can

give him good luck. I get love

from the Cowboys and it

gives me more motivation to

keep grinding and do my

best.”

Spence stumbled into

boxing thanks to his father,

Errol Spence Sr., who grew

up watching the sport with

his six brothers in Jamaica.

After settling in Long Island,

N.Y., he moved the family to

Dallas when Errol Jr. was 3

and they built a bond over

the years watching Jamai-

can Lennox Lewis’ fights.

When Spence was still a

football player at 15, his fa-

ther one day saw him slap-

boxing on the streets of DeS-

oto, Texas. As soon as he

learned that his son had

some hands, he told him to

get dressed and get in the

car.

“I asked him, ‘where are

we going?’ He told me, ‘don’t

worry about it,’ ” Spence

said. “I slept in the car, and

the next thing I know, I wake

up and I’m at the boxing

gym. That ride paid off. It

was divine intervention.”

While sitting at the table

across the street from the

arena he’ll be stepping into

Saturday night, a fan walks

up to Spence and gifts him

rosary beads from the Basil-

ica of Our Lady of

Guadalupe in Mexico for

good luck.

Most people believe

Porter will need an act of

God to beat the younger,

taller and more skillful

Spence, who hasn’t been

tested much in 108 rounds.

“I don’t want to get too

sloppy,” Spence said. “I want

to break him down, beat him

up and then stop him. I don’t

want to do anything out of

character, or out of whack.”

Premier Boxing Champi-

ons impresario Al Haymon

has made it his personal

project to position Spence

as the next big star of the

sport, much as he did May-

weather. 

This will be Spence’s sec-

ond pay-per-view appear-

ance in the last six months,

and with the right dance

partners moving forward in

Manny Pacquiao and Ter-

ence Crawford, could solidi-

fy his spot as one of boxing’s

best. 

He’ll soon be embarking

on a welterweight run much

like Sugar Ray Leonard and

Mayweather did at the cli-

max of their careers.

“After I beat Shawn

Porter, the sky is the limit

and those two fights are

ones that I’d love to have,”

said Spence. “Pacquiao will

be a very hard fight, and I

want him next. Terence

Crawford is a very great

fighter too. That fight will

happen. Timing is every-

thing. It’s just not going to

happen right now. It could

happen by the end of 2020.

Money always talks.”

For a second, Spence

channels “Money” May-

weather outside of the ring.

Spence’s persona is more

“be about it” rather than

“talk about it.” He’s un-

moved by the potential

threat posed by Porter,

who’s no pushover. Spence

said he expects the rough

and rugged Cleveland

bruiser to provide a tougher

test than the solid Garcia

did.

“I’m expecting this fight

to be way harder, especially

in the early rounds with our

clash of styles. He can hold,

grab, be aggressive, dirty —

I’m not worried. I’m aggres-

sive and come forward, too,

and am prepared for any-

thing he brings to the table. I

can bring that same energy,”

Spence said.

“It will be a classic fight,

and people who don’t even

know our names will love it.”

Spence sets sights on stardom
[Boxing, from D1]

ERROL SPENCE JR., left, takes on Shawn Porter
on Saturday in L.A. in a title-unification bout.

Jayne Kamin-Oncea Getty Images

Quarterback Case
Keenum’s foot injury put his

availability in doubt for the

Washington Redskins on

Sunday at the New York 

Giants. 

Coach Jay Gruden said

Keenum had an MRI exam

and didn’t participate in a

walk-through Wednesday. 

If Keenum can’t play, the

0-3 Redskins would either

turn to longtime backup

Colt McCoy coming off a

broken leg or ask 15th overall

pick Dwayne Haskins to

make his NFL debut. 

“We’ll evaluate every-

thing [later in the week], see

where Case is,” Gruden said.

“I assume Case is going to be

able to play. He’s a tough

guy. And then we’ll deal with

the ifs [Thursday] and Fri-

day.” 

Keenum suffered the foot

injury in a 31-15 loss to the

Chicago Bears on Monday

night. The veteran quarter-

back turned the ball over five

times in that game. 

Ramsey leaves team
for birth of child

Disgruntled cornerback

Jalen Ramsey left the Jack-

sonville Jaguars to be with

his family for the birth of his

second child. 

The team made the an-

nouncement with a state-

ment from coach Doug Mar-
rone, adding to Ramsey’s

ongoing trade saga. 

“Months ago in the off-

season, Jalen notified me

that he was expecting the

birth of his second child in

late September,” Marrone

said. “We spoke about this

recently and again today af-

ter practice and decided

that it was best for Jalen to

fly to Nashville tonight after

meetings to be with his fam-

ily during the birth of their

daughter.” 

Roethlisberger has
surgery, back in ’20

Pittsburgh Steelers

quarterback Ben Roethlis-
berger had surgery to repair

his right elbow. 

Team spokesman Burt
Lauten said Roethlisberger

underwent the procedure at

Cedars-Sinai Kerlan Jobe

Orthopedic Clinic in Los An-

geles. The surgery was per-

formed by Dr. Neal ElAttra-
che in consultation with

team physician Dr. Jim
Bradley. 

Roethlisberger, 37, left at

halftime of a 28-26 loss to Se-

attle on Sept. 15 after com-

plaining of elbow pain. 

The team placed him on

season-ending injured re-

serve the following day but

has not detailed the exact

nature of Roethlisberger’s

injury. 

Roethlisberger will begin

rehabilitation when he re-

turns to Pittsburgh and

plans to return in 2020.

Etc.
The New Orleans Saints

brought back 2015 first-

round draft pick Stephone
Anthony after placing rook-

ie linebacker Kaden Elliss
on injured reserve. Elliss, a

seventh-round pick out of

Idaho who made the regu-

lar-season roster in Week 1,

played in New Orleans’ first

three games, primarily on

special teams. He left the

Saints’ victory at Seattle on

Sunday because of a knee in-

jury. ... Denver Broncos cor-

nerback Bryce Callahan
underwent a medical pro-

cedure “to promote the heal-

ing” of his surgically re-

paired left foot, which will

sideline him four to six more

weeks, coach Vic Fangio
said. A second, full-fledged

surgery remains a possibility

as does a trip to injured re-

serve that would sideline the

fifth-year cornerback a lot

longer, Fangio added. ... The

Pittsburgh Steelers ac-

quired tight end Nick Van-
nett from the Seattle Sea-

hawks for a fifth-round pick

in the 2020 draft. Pittsburgh

placed tight end Xavier
Grimble on injured reserve

because of a calf injury sus-

tained at San Francisco on

Sunday. Veteran Vance
McDonald is dealing with a

shoulder issue that makes

his status for Monday night’s

game against Cincinnati un-

certain. ... The New England

Patriots signed Cody
Kessler to their 53-man ros-

ter, adding some depth be-

hind quarterback Tom
Brady. The former USC

quarterback spent last sea-

son with the Philadelphia

Eagles, appearing in five

games with four starts. ...

The Seattle Seahawks re-

signed tight end Luke Will-
son after trading Vannett.

Willson spent the first five

seasons with the Seahawks

and knows their system,

coach Pete Carroll said.

NFL tonight

PHILADELPHIA (1-2)
AT GREEN BAY (3-0)

TV: 5:15, Ch. 11, NFL
Network. Line: Packers by
4. Over/under: 46. Sam
Farmer’s pick: The Eagles
are really banged up, even
if Alshon Jeffery plays. It’s
unwise to bet against
Aaron Rodgers at home,
especially in prime time as
Fox takes over the
broadcast. Still, it should
be pretty close. Packers 27,
Eagles 24

Joe Buck says: In 26 years
in the booth, I’ve never
gone into a Green Bay
game focusing on their
defense. Even when they
had a really good defense,
it was either Brett Favre or
Aaron Rodgers. Treating
the Packers offense like an
afterthought is really a
foreign feeling. But they’re
sacking a quarterback,
taking the ball away. That
swagger we’ve always seen
with a Packer offense, they
finally have that on
defense.

Troy Aikman says:
Philadelphia had big
expectations coming into
the season, and here they
find themselves 1-2 on a
short week and having to
play on the road. Not easy
to do. The hard part for any
of these teams is the quick
turnaround when you’re
banged up. Generally, you
like to err on the side of
caution with these players
— why risk it on a short
week? But if you’re the
Eagles, you don’t have that
luxury.

NFL NOTES 

Foot injury
casts doubt
on Keenum
associated press

REDSKINS quarterback Case Keenum suffered 
a foot injury against the Chicago Bears on Monday.

Mark Tenally Associated Press


