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MIAMI — The gantlet
that awaited the Lakers in
December has sometimes
more closely resembled a lei-
surely stroll. 

On Friday night, though,
the Lakers smashed them-
selves against a brick wall of
a team. The Miami Heat just
don’t lose at home.

Well, they didn’t until the
Lakers came to town.

The Lakers held off the

Heat 113-110, in a game be-
tween two of the league’s
best teams that lived up to
its billing.

“It’s like a heavyweight
bout,” LeBron James said.
“Like the old days, the old
boxing Foreman and Ali-
type atmosphere, type
rhythm, type physicality.
Two teams that’s playing ex-
tremely well right now in this
part of the season. Two
teams that play physical,
play together, play hard and
that’s why they are where
they are right now in this
season and that’s why we are
where we are at this point of
the season.”

The Lakers (23-3) have
won 13 consecutive road
games and are undefeated
away from Staples Center. 

Lakers take
the high road
against Heat 
Streak reaches 13 away
from Staples as they
hand tough Miami its
first home defeat.

LAKERS 113, MIAMI 110

By Tania Ganguli

LeBRON JAMES GOES between Miami’s Jimmy
Butler, left, and Meyers Leonard for a basket.

Lynne Sladky Associated Press

[See Lakers, D5]

MINNEAPOLIS — On
the same night a Clippers
duo put on a stunning offen-
sive display, their team
barely avoided a defeat of
equal measure.

Paul George finished
with 46 points and Kawhi

Leonard scored 42 on Friday
at Target Center, the 21st
time in NBA history that
teammates had each scored
40 or more in the same game,
the first time Clippers team-
mates had accomplished the
feat, and the first time
George and Leonard fully
unleashed their offensive ar-
senal since joining forces 12
games ago. 

And the Clippers needed
every one of their 88 com-
bined points to escape with a
124-117 victory, their fourth
consecutive.

“Every play was basically
for those two guys and they
came up big,” coach Doc Riv-

Good thing they
brought those two
George combines
with Leonard for 88
points, but Clippers
almost blow big lead.

CLIPPERS 124

MINNESOTA 117

By Andrew Greif

[See Clippers, D4]

His recent highlight-reel expo-
sure might have been a revelation for
some, but the dynamic pass-catch-
ing ability Rams tight end Tyler Hig-
bee displayed during consecutive
100-yard receiving performances was
no surprise to others.

Bob Hudson helped develop it
while coaching Higbee in high school
in Florida. Jeff Brohm and Tyson
Helton utilized it as coach and offen-
sive coordinator at Western Ken-
tucky.

And Rams star running back
Todd Gurley has seen it during
three-plus seasons as Higbee’s
teammate.

“He’s been doing what he’s been
doing at practice,” Gurley said. “He’s
just doing it in a game now.”

The 6-foot-6, 255-pound Higbee
could play a large role again Sunday
when the Rams play the Dallas Cow-

boys at AT&T Stadium. It is a must-
win game for the Rams, who are 8-5
and chasing the Minnesota Vikings
(9-4) for an NFC wild-card spot.

Higbee, 26, helped position the
Rams for a possible run to the play-
offs by producing career-best per-
formances against the Arizona Car-
dinals and Seattle Seahawks. With
tight end Gerald Everett sidelined
because of a knee injury, coach and
play-caller Sean McVay made Hig-
bee one of quarterback Jared Goff ’s
primary targets. Higbee caught sev-
en passes for 107 yards and a touch-
down in the 34-7 victory over the
Cardinals. He had seven receptions
for 116 yards in a 28-12 victory over the
Seahawks.

“It’s not any different than what
we’ve seen in moments in games,”
Rams tight ends coach Wes Phillips
said. “He’s done that in spurts before
but just now, having more opportu-
nities, it’s really come out and 

RAMS TIGHT END Tyler Higbee, filling in for injured starter Gerald Everett, has had successive games
with 100-plus yards receiving. “I’ve grown over the years, but I’ve always had confidence in myself,” he said.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

Rams’ Higbee has been
finally cleared for takeoff
The lanky tight end has emerged as one of Goff’s favorite
targets, making him a dangerous weapon down the stretch

By Gary Klein

[See Higbee, D5]

NFL WEEK 15
LOCAL GAMES SUNDAY

Rams at Dallas

AT AT&T STADIUM

1:15 p.m. PST, Channel 11

Chargers vs. Minnesota

AT DIGNITY HEALTH SPORTS PARK

1p.m., Channel 2

Tillery could return:After sitting
out last week, the rookie appears ready

to take on the Vikings’ run game. D5

It’s last call
at Los Alamitos
Ed Burgart will be
announcing his last
race Sunday following
four decades at the
Southland track. D3

Slowly, surely,
Kings progress
The players
are buying
into Todd
McLellan’s
system, and
it’s showing, Helene
Elliott writes. D6

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL

Sierra Canyon
comes up short 
in bowl game
Fresno Central’s Silva
throws for 353 yards
and three touchdowns
in a 34-19 victory at
Cerritos College. D3

Fairfax tops
Westchester
Lions build an early
lead and never let up in
matchup of City
basketball powers. D3

FRESNO CENTRAL’S Ricky Correia sacks 
Sierra Canyon’s Chayden Peery in the first half.

Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

Graham Harrell arrived
in Los Angeles last January
at a moment of desperation
for USC.

The departure of Kliff
Kingsbury after one month
as offensive coordinator had
left the Trojans’ football pro-
gram looking directionless.
But here was the next best
thing — another up-and-
coming aficionado of the Air
Raid, capable of reinventing
a stale offense that fell to 91st
in scoring in 2018.

It was an easy sell for
USC, and an ideal fit for Har-
rell, who, after three seasons
at North Texas, was ready to
prove himself on a bigger
stage.

“Realistically, there 
aren’t many schools in the
country where you can win a
national championship,”

Harrell said in February. “If
you ever get to one of those
schools, you better jump on
it. You may never get it again.

“That’s why I’m here.”

Harrell appears
ready to remain
grounded at USC

By Ryan Kartje

GRAHAM HARRELL

lifted USC’s passing
attack to a No. 5 national
ranking despite injuries.

John McGillen Associated Press

Signs seem to indicate Air Raid
coordinator will be staying put

[See USC, D5]

Three-division world
champion Terence Craw-
ford used boxing to emerge
out of the rough side of
Omaha, surviving a bullet to
his head in 2008 along the
way to make millions. 

But, he’s clear he doesn’t
want his children to follow in
his footsteps. Crawford, who
has three sons and two
daughters, wants them to
wrestle instead because he
believes it will build them a
better foundation.

Crawford was a wrestler
himself, just like his father,
grandfather and uncles, be-
fore he broke out as a mod-
ern-day, pound-for-pound
elite boxer. But it’s not what
he wants for his sons, Ter-
ence III, 8; Tyrese, 6; and
Tacari, 3. 

Crawford (35-0, 26 KOs),
a WBO welterweight cham-

pion, fights Egidijus Kavali-
auskas (21-0-1, 17 KOs) on
Saturday at Madison
Square Garden in New York.
Crawford, who will make al-
most $4 million for the fight,
does not take many breaks
from camp. But he bends ev-
ery rule in the book when his
sons are in wrestling compe-
titions.

Crawford, who trains in
Colorado Springs, took a
break from training camp in
November and headed to
the Tulsa Nationals Kickoff
to watch his 8-year-old,
who’s ranked No. 1 in the
nation in his weight class,
win another tournament.
Terence III has won nation-
als as well, and placed first
in has last three tourna-
ments. That same weekend,
Tyrese placed second in
Oklahoma.

“I don’t want my kids to
box — no way,” Crawford, 32,
said. “Boxing is a dangerous,
cruel sport. I love the sport,
but I don’t want to see my
kids in the ring, potentially
being hurt, with me not be-
ing able to do nothing to help
them.

Crawford goes to
mat for his kids
Unbeaten boxing
champion says his
children should stick
with wrestling.

By Manouk Akopyan

[See Crawford, D6]
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Progress is

relative and

it can be

fluid, some-

times diffi-

cult to quan-

tify but

unmistak-

able when it

pierces the gloom of a dis-

mal rebuilding process.

The Kings are a long way

from turning the corner, but

they’re inching forward.

That’s not based on them

scoring a lot of goals or

winning a lot of games,

because that’s not happen-

ing. The scoring part won’t

happen until they upgrade

their finishing skills,

whether this season or next.

“Two goals a game [isn’t

enough] in this league any-

more; I know we did it in the

past, but it was a 2-1, 3-2

league back then,” defense-

man Drew Doughty said of

the Kings’ solid defensive

play and low-scoring wins

during their 2012 and 2014

Stanley Cup seasons. “Now

it seems more like a 4-3

league, so we need to score

more goals.”

Where they’ve moved

forward recently is in

playing with a cohesiveness

they lacked in the early

weeks and a competi-

tiveness that was far from

consistent during their first

20 games. They trust their

structure and their coach-

ing, and with good reason.

For the Kings, who fol-

lowed an abysmal season

with a 4-9-0 start under new

coach Todd McLellan and

gave up at least five goals in

seven of those games, close

losses have become the

equivalent of moral victories

and close wins are precious

gems. Their 2-1 victory over

the Ducks on Thursday at

Honda Center was a satis-

fying result for a team that is

confident, after some unfor-

tunate detours, that it’s

finally headed in the right

direction.

Doughty, always blunt,

believes players are buying

in to McLellan’s system. The

Kings aren’t getting run out

of the rink anymore, for one

thing. “We haven’t had one

of those in a while. As much

as we’ve lost a lot of games

we haven’t had any full

lopsided games at all,”

Doughty said. “So I guess in

a way we are happy with

that. Even though we have

too many losses, we’re im-

proving all the time. Every-

one’s getting better individ-

ually and as a team and

yeah, it’s exciting, but we

have a lot of work to do.” 

They also have a credible

and organized coach in

charge. 

“Just having this new

coaching staff, implement-

ing these new things that we

always have to be thinking

about and demanding us to

do these things,” Doughty

said of the advancement he

has seen. “We finally got

that, I feel like, and now it’s

just individually getting our

games better. I definitely

feel that we’re on the right

track and guys are getting

better every day and I think

we do have some more

talent coming up soon, so

it’s looking bright for us.”

How bright?

“I would like to still,

hopefully, somehow get in

the playoffs this year,” he

said. “I know we’re in last

and it’s a long way away but

I still want to try.”

Bless him for being ambi-

tious, but that’s unlikely.

And making the playoffs

would take them out of the

draft lottery, where they’d

have a chance to find high-

level talent to accelerate

their rebuild. Putting a solid

foundation in place and

staying together through

those close losses should be

their main concern, and

that seems to be their think-

ing.

“Our game has improved

incrementally and slowly

but not dramatically over

two or three weeks,” McLel-

lan said after the Kings

opened a stretch of six

straight road games and

eight of nine away from

Staples Center. “We’ve been

playing the same game —

we just haven’t been getting

the wins or a bounce here or

there. Maybe now they’ll

start to go our way, but I

think the group has im-

proved immensely from Day

1at training camp through

the first four or five games in

a lot of different areas and

we’re making progress.

Finding some rewards every

now and then with wins is

always reassuring.” 

The Ducks, who have

won only three of their last

10 games, are two points

ahead of the Kings near the

bottom of the Western Con-

ference standings. Both

teams missed the playoffs

last season, but the Ducks

had stockpiled enough

young forwards to think

they’d be far ahead of the

Kings this season. But their

kids haven’t produced, and

that’s becoming an issue. 

“I would have expected a

little bit more production

out of them,” Ducks coach

Dallas Eakins said before

Thursday’s game. “The

good thing is they’ve still got

lots of time left.”

True, but Troy Terry

(three goals in 31 games),

Sam Steel (two goals in 27

games) and Max Comtois

(who had an assist on

Thursday but has two goals

and six points in 16 games)

must start contributing

because there’s little scoring

depth. The Ducks are 4-6-4

in one-goal games this sea-

son.

Eakins wants to see more

net-front play. “We do at

times get caught off the

side,” he said. “The game is

different now. If it was 10

years ago you’d maybe lose a

leg or part of an arm going

to the front of the net and

you can just certainly go

there now, and we’ve just

got to keep pounding that

home.” 

Without a lot of pure

skill, they have to grind and

get in the mix for rebounds,

tips and screens. “We know

we’re going to score by

committee,” defenseman

Cam Fowler said. “We need

to be a team that has all four

lines contributing. We know

we have to play stingy defen-

sively, which we’ve been

doing.

“We’re in these games.

We need to find a way to tip

the scales and get on the

right side of them. You can

talk so much about being so

close and being right there,

but eventually you need to

get results.”

Defenseman Josh Man-

son had a lot of time to

observe his teammates

while he recovered from a

knee injury and missed 19

games. Manson, who re-

turned to the lineup at

Minnesota on Tuesday, took

no consolation from the

narrow losses he saw. 

“We were close in a lot of

games and that can be a real

bad thing because you

become satisfied with it

almost, like, ‘These games

will turn.’ Sometimes they

don’t turn,” he said.

The Ducks have to make

those games turn in their

favor. “Exactly,” Manson

said.

Until they can do that,

they’ll continue to move

sideways. The Kings might

slip again but their overall

direction is forward. Re-

member, progress is relative

and at this point, even the

smallest gain is a major

victory.

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Pacific W L OL Pts GF GA

Arizona 19 11 4 42 96 82

Edmonton 18 12 4 40 105 105

Calgary 18 12 4 40 95 100

Vegas 17 13 5 39 103 100

Vancouver 16 12 4 36 105 95

San Jose 15 17 2 32 92 120

DUCKS 13 15 4 30 83 94

KINGS 13 18 2 28 82 104

Central W L OL Pts GF GA

Colorado 21 8 3 45 117 86

St. Louis 19 8 6 44 98 90

Winnipeg 19 11 2 40 94 88

Dallas 18 11 4 40 86 79

Minnesota 15 12 5 35 98 106

Nashville 14 11 5 33 101 97

Chicago 12 14 6 30 86 103

Note: Overtime or shootout lossesworth one point.

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Metropolitan W L OL Pts GF GA

Washington 23 5 5 51 120 95

N.Y. Islanders 21 7 2 44 89 70

Carolina 19 11 2 40 103 86

Pittsburgh 18 10 4 40 105 85

Philadelphia 17 9 5 39 97 88

N.Y. Rangers 16 12 3 35 100 97

Columbus 12 14 5 29 76 94

New Jersey 9 17 5 23 75 114

Atlantic W L OL Pts GF GA

Boston 20 7 6 46 111 84

Buffalo 16 11 6 38 105 100

Montreal 15 11 6 36 104 105

Tampa Bay 16 11 3 35 108 95

Florida 15 11 5 35 107 104

Toronto 15 14 4 34 106 108

Ottawa 13 17 2 28 86 100

Detroit 8 22 3 19 72 131

RESULTS

AT COLORADO 3

NEW JERSEY 1

Nathan MacKinnon scored his 20th of the season and

also had an assist, and Pavel Francouz made 37 saves. 

VEGAS 3

AT DALLAS 2 (OT)

Max Pacioretty scored on a backhander 51 seconds into

overtime after Dallas’ Jamie Benn tied it late in the third. 

For complete NHL summaries, go to latimes.com/sports/scores

TODAY’S GAMES 

KINGS at Pittsburgh, 4 p.m. New York Rangers at DUCKS, 1 p.m.

Buffalo at New York Islanders, 10 a.m. Columbus at Ottawa, 10 a.m.

Carolina at Calgary, 1 p.m. Dallas at Nashville, 3:30 p.m.

Toronto at Edmonton, 4 p.m. Philadelphia at Minnesota, 4 p.m.

Detroit at Montreal, 4 p.m. Washington at Tampa Bay, 4 p.m.

Boston at Florida, 4 p.m. Chicago at St. Louis, 5 p.m.

New Jersey at Arizona, 5 p.m. Vancouver at San Jose, 7 p.m.

NHL STANDINGS

Slowly but surely, Kings showing progress 
HELENE ELLIOTT

LAS VEGAS — As

Amanda Nunes took a seat

in the corner of a hotel ball-

room, she smiled as she

looked at her UFC women’s

bantamweight and feather-

weight championship belts

resting on a table. She is the

first woman to become a

two-division UFC champion

and there’s not much of an

argument to be made

against her being the great-

est female MMA fighter ever.

Yet, the official UFC 245

fight poster displayed in the

ballroom features welter-

weight champion Kamaru

Usman and Colby Coving-

ton on top in the main event.

Below them is UFC feather-

weight champion Max Hol-

loway and Alexander Volka-

novski in the co-main event.

And at the bottom is Nunes

and Germaine de Ran-

damie.

It’s just the fifth time the

UFC has put on a card fea-

turing three championship

fights and the first since 2017.

But it’s the first time Nunes,

despite winning nine in a

row, hasn’t been in the main

event or co-main event since

winning the bantamweight

title in the main event of

UFC 200 more than three

years ago.

“Honestly, if I was the

first fight of the night, I

would defend my belt and I

would be happy,” Nunes

said. “That’s all that matters

to me.”

Nunes’ resume is un-

matched among female

fighters. Not only did she de-

feat Ronda Rousey, Cris Cy-

borg, Holly Holm and

Miesha Tate — she beat

them all within the first

round. As good as De Ran-

damie is after winning five

consecutive fights and being

undefeated since 2013, her

last loss was to Nunes, who

beat her in the first round. If

Nunes, 31, were to retire now,

her place in history and in

the UFC Hall of Fame would

be secure. At this point, she’s

fighting to maintain her

status.

“Everything I do in my

life, I want to be the best,”

Nunes said. “I grew up

playing soccer and thinking

I would be a soccer player

but things change and I be-

came an MMA fighter. I fell

in love with this sport. The

first thing I thought was I

want to be the best at this

and here I am. I’m the best

and I want to stay there for-

ever.”

Holloway would like to be

recognized as the greatest

featherweight in UFC his-

tory. He has 13 straight victo-

ries in the division, which is

tied for the longest win

streak within a division in

UFC history. Holloway can

break that tie with a win over

Volkanovski and separate

himself from Jon Jones, An-

derson Silva and Demetri-

ous Johnson.

Holloway set his sights

on being the best pound-for-

pound fighter when he

moved up to lightweight to

face Dustin Poirer in April

for the interim lightweight

championship. He lost by

unanimous decision for the

first time since losing to

Conor McGregor in 2013.

Holloway’s pursuit of being a

two-division champion and

the greatest fighter in the

UFC will continue next year

if he wins Saturday.

“It’s not even the belts

that intrigue me,” Holloway

said. “It’s being the best

mixed martial artist in the

world that intrigues me.

Whoever you think is the

best guy, let me fight him

and if he has a belt, that’s

just the cherry on top.”

The rivalry between Us-

man and Covington goes 

beyond the belt they will

fight for. They have been

waiting for this since Usman

won the title from Tyron

Woodley in March. Usman

and Covington have ex-

changed words just about

everywhere the last year, in-

cluding in Usman’s open

workout before he won the

title and various news con-

ferences. They even got into

it at a buffet line in Las

Vegas. But Saturday will be

the first time they have

fought each other. 

Nunes doesn’t
seek the fame,
just to be best
UFC two- division
champion isn’t in the
main event, but that
hardly matters to her.

By Arash Markazi

AMANDA NUNES

is riding a nine-match
winning streak. 

Chase Stevens Associated Press

he’s on the case for finding

his star fighter a palatable

opponent in 2020. Crawford

is coming off a sixth-round

stoppage of Amir Khan in

April, his pay-per-view de-

but.

Arum pointed to his re-

cent deal with longtime rival

in PBC head Al Haymon

around the Feb. 22 rematch

between Deontay Wilder and

Tyson Fury as reason to be-

lieve he can get Crawford a

strong opponent. High on

the list is unified welter-

weight champion Errol

Spence Jr., who remains

sidelined from a serious car

accident, and Shawn Porter,

the opponent Spence beat in

“Whenever my kids have a

tournament, or something

going on, I make it a point to

make sure I’m there for them

every step of the way. That’s

real important to me.”

The mostly quiet and in-

different Crawford is headed

to what surely will be Hall of

Fame honors once he retires.

But he’s still seeking a ca-

reer-defining fight.

Mandatory challenger

Kavaliauskas, a two-time

Lithuanian Olympian billed

as “Mean Machine,” isn’t the

credible and marquee test

that Crawford has sought.

“I don’t get down on [not

getting the fights I want] be-

cause I’m still making a liv-

ing to provide for my family,”

Crawford said. “It’s kind of

disappointing that I can’t get

the fights I really want to get.

I don’t feel that I need to

chase anybody, or call any-

body out because I’m the No.

1 fighter in the division. I’m

the best fighter in the world.

If the fights happen, they

happen. If they don’t, they

don’t.”

Top Rank head Bob Ar-

um, Crawford’s promoter for

at least six more fights, said

September. 

Arum said that once

Spence is healthy, a fight

with Crawford can be negoti-

ated in less than an hour, a

pleasant development be-

cause Arum has previously

called Haymon a cancer to

the sport.

“We want to make the big-

gest fights possible for Ter-

ence,” Arum said.

“Bob Arum knows what I

want, and how we want to

pursue the next two fights,”

Crawford said. “They under-

stand what I expect out of

them. I want to continue to

be successful with the chal-

lenges they put in front of me

and make sure I win them in

tremendous fashion.”

Crawford does not care

about the critics who point

to his sub-par hit list com-

pared with those of other

star fighters.

“They can criticize me all

they want,” Crawford said.

“I’m going to get that. I’m not

worried about what the crit-

ics say, or how they feel I

should go with my career. I’m

feeling strong, and every-

thing is falling in place.”

As Crawford wrestles

with his career-defining mo-

ment, he’ll watch his three

sons do the same.

“They’re tough, they

know how to defend them-

selves, they box,” Crawford

said. “But I’m the one that is

supposed to defend them.

I’m the one going through

the sacrifice so they can do

something better with their

lives.” 

TERENCE CRAWFORD celebrates a 2017 knockout over Julius Indongo that gave him four 140-pound belts.
Nati Harnik Associated Press

Champion looks for a signature fight
[Crawford, from D1]

TYRESE CRAWFORD, 6, left, was second and 
Terence III, 8, won a recent national wrestling title.

Crawford family


