HE SCORED

YURA MOVSISYAN'S SENSATIONAL PATH TO
SOCCER STARDOM INCLUDES A MAJOR LEAGUE
SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP, A MOVE OVERSEAS
TO PLAY IN THE DANISH SUPERLIGA AND HIGH-
PROFILED TRANSFERS WITHIN THE RUSSIAN
PREMIER LEAGUE. THE STRIKER'S NIFTY FEET
HAVE ALSO MADE THE ARMENIAN NATIONAL
TEAM A GROUP TO BE RECKONED WITH.
MOVSISYAN HAS HIS SIGHTS SET ON A FIELD
OF GREENER PASTURES, CONQUERING ONE
FRONTLINE CHALLENGE AT A TIME.
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3 _Movswyan then called{he ‘coach who wgs

._and fan favorite, Movsisyan faced the grs_wihg
~ pains of maturating as a player and person. - detcrmmatlon Socter \&us,m
He was born in Baku in 1987 at the height the passion - watqm@g‘
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ura Movsisyan is all too familiar with the at an organizational leve
dramatics. For every stop he’s had in his soccer 14-year-old in Los Angel

career, his brilliant performances and pristine Movses, two yez

reputation have left a lasting impression. - teams and later, together at Pasadena High

Earlier this year, Movsisyan found himself in a School where Yura scored 32 goals in 13

position to please; he was facing the pressures games. Zein first got a look at Movsisyan when

of living up to his $9.7 million transfer to FC he played for the local club team Lazio but

Spartak Moscow of the Russian Premier League. didn’t think much of him at the time.

When the 25-year-old laced his cleats for his “I was flabbergasted on how fast Yura _ e

first game in red and white against Terek developed,” Zem tells Yerevan magaziné. - :
Grozny on March 10, he proved he was “Movses was actually better than hlm but Yul"g" =

worth every ruble the only way he could - by focused on bec.ommg great. He was per31stent _:

Zn

scoring. He scored once. He scored twice. He ing h1s work ethic and willingness‘to improve.
then scored a third time for good measure, \)\71@- oth brothers chasing the same dream

accounting for all three goals in a 3-1 victory. att‘l me w-htin one of the two had 10 et £ - ’ - ' : . : ' . 1 ; o -2

It was his first professional hat trick. begln h{rhln 1ly for the family. So % O = B e e A ! B BT e e

Movsisyan kept the game ball as a memento®  Mov m 2 T 4 o— - : K B 3 . S S :;'*":" - s

and phoned his family in California to share .q'@h_n"" ' er pursue th S e e 3 y T ' = P g . AN, . 3
the elation from the locker room. It was the ~ Movsisya : -

greatest game he ever played, right? - »
“I wouldn't say so. Scoring- w1s_eh?byio’c @{.‘h
talking about my overall quﬁlty fplay. If Tcant
touch_the sky, I will never say I did. I’ my-qus,t .
critic on the field. That’s the \nia_y-l vebeen my __... -
who].e'-hfe ~and that’s the way. rll always| be” I.._‘
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- instrumental to his craft and eve

the call was one Cherif Zein in | Los Angeles. Zein '_, : , : y
" mentored Movsisyan for two years_atfasadena- 3 0 coached the _ - i > . % e = : = el :_. Lo
High School and one year at Pasadena _C_lrty College. d Cup tearm - . ] o '

“How many kids would do sorr;._etl:ung lee -

- o -
N . e A
coached Mgvswyan OVer seven years ago. He aught the eye o

- always calls tne; he always visits me; he always ~and 1

contributes to our Pasadena club team and gi@' B ove
his time to the kids. And he doesn’t have todo i ‘player e co Y C

any of it. It was very nice. It meant a lot to me.” “You look for ﬂyer v :_-r are offensive th
Before developing into a game-changinngrWard ' becauge _fq:_r‘an €
- tells Ye: agazine. .]'.1

of a developing war between Armenia and can’t instill that in everybody.
Azerbaijan and moved to Pasadena, California _  and dream, but he lrved and'bre
when his family was granted political asylum was motivated to help'h}s famll_yl
status in 2000. It’s a dark period of his life, commendable. He got the op
vaulted in a memery bank he’d rather not open. the most of it, and I n!!!odﬂ of =

“I can never hide that I was born in Azerbaijan,” At 19, Movsisyan’ shf?ﬁst‘ Lita_neoils‘l chang
he says. “I really didn’t know what was goingon ~ ~ when he moved from faﬁﬂhaLcomeItsto _;hg- "

at the time because we were constantly on the  unfamiliar gioundsof the Midwest. T@'boct‘ha 3 M

move; we lived in Russia too. I am a very proud seldom played once Gansler resigned midway 4

Armenian, and my parents raised my brothers " into his rookie seasop Ed == ot = s .

and myself as Armenians-Life began foruswhen ~  “Soccer made me grow up fast. When you_llve — LYy g

- . . 4 #""‘-"9 = =

+ we moved to America - that’s how I look at it. alone at such a young age it’s dlﬁereﬁﬁ.& s tﬁ'e pa e - - L } = . nH =\ = —

Although Movsisyan had dreams of playing .real world and you have a lot more resp_onsi-bl‘ S = fm . - el — 3= S ] ; T —\A A \ e '1. @ AN G E L ‘E S

professional soccer as a child, he never played You have to find a way.to do-all the l‘_lgl;ll't_ I s ; 5 _ e . d i e ALAD i | L -St
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The amiable Movsisyan chalks it up as a in the UEFA championships. They catapulted
o | humbling experience, admitting that it helped the country to a FIFA ranking of No. 41 in the
i him mature mentally and emotionally. With world - its highest ever. Armenia finished the
Movsisyan playing mostly a featured role as a qualification round with a respectable 5-2-3
spectator, the Wizards traded him to Real Salt record, with Movsisyan contributing four goals
- Lake (RSL). The deal was a blessing in disguise. and five assists.
. It moved Movsisyan into the starting lineup and Almost overnight, the perception and
_: = allowed him to finally showcase his potential. expectations of cynic compatriots changed,

L - In almost no time, the intense attacker kicked and fans forgot the days when they’d watch
off a series of cardiac-testing play. He catapulted games not in hopes of a victory but just to
himself to prominence in 2008 when he scored know by how much Armenia would lose.
the equalizing goal in the 90th minute of the “Armenia is definitely going to accomplish feats

regular season finale. The draw would clinch that have never been done before,” Movsisyan
says when talking about Armenia’s prospects
of its first-ever major international tournament.
“That is still in our future, and I hope it happens
y era. Although ERLEER S team, I

Syan is focusecl on his
sfor Spartak Moscow, where he
to lead the club back to its championship
ways. They’ve won 21 top-flight national titles
ould be the last game he’d and 13 domestic cups, but nothing since their

play in America. 2003 Russian Cup. Owner Leonid Fedun’s $9.7
Movsisyan moved to Europe in 2010 when the million transfer made Movsisyan the second-
Danish club Randers purchased his contract. A largest transfer involving a current or former
successful stint in Denmark scoring 12 goals in MLS player, trailing Jozy Altidore’s $10 million
L = 30 games earned him a $3.2 million move to Kras- move to Villarreal. F
. = nodar, where he enjoyed 23 goals over two seasons Movsisyan immediately repaid that sum in the
= before landing on the radar of Spartak Moscow. eight games he played for the Red and White
F‘ The last four years of the feared forward’s life have before the season culminated with a record
been on the upswing. Everywhere he’s played, of 4-1-3, finishing the 2012-13 RPL campaign .
- - he’s sc_cj'fgd, and that’s helped tremendously with _ ‘asthe scoring leader and Bombardir Award
' =" his confidence, he says. But the main antidote to ~winner with 13 goals, helping Spartak qualify
ia—=E LTO] ' physical and tactical play has been his for Europa League.
= o stay ¢ alm and patient under pressure. “I always want to accomplish feats that people
't been boring the last few _ will remember - everybody dreams of making
1 that much,” ‘Movsisyan laughs history. But at the end of the day, I don'’t care

about the on-the-field stuff. Life is not about
. being a good football player. It’s about being
- an even better person. I just hope the journey
! «--—-continues to be fantastic.” - o
=35 - Zein agrees; saymg that Mov51syan isarole . -
,pr_xgl fora, hman success story and a hero for

and living out of the chntry is
S just 2 another chg.l.lenge
nily happy ab oTl‘t_fny

- It amazing where he came from and how .
he kept his _roo{is He has so much heart and
defegmnatlon His hfe story should be turned
vi‘e, S0 r,hat it could teach kids what.
mlth the1r hves i

'l:eerT and it’ s always movmg

w1th H'fe almlaxs progressing. ‘The ‘meaning of
T ]_1fe is to progl‘ess—as you get older”™—

In seven years, Movsisyan has gone from
beingja virtual unknown to one of Europe’s °

1 play §§>r your p ople T rf;ost_'prol'fﬁc goal-scorers. /
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